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Exopus 1§. 11.

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among [} the Gods ! whois like
thee, glorious in Eolinefs ! fearful in Praifes! -+- Doing
wonders!

5¢g7 Hen troubles are threatned, God dothcharge
~ us with two chings, and underfakes to dif-
A charge us of all the reft.
3. 1. The firft thing in Gods charge is Faith,
o Plal. 55. 22, Caft th) burden spon the Lord, The
: ALY burdenof fears, of cares, of troubles; There
EAY GZDHD is the charge, and the dilcharge followes: e
Jball [uftain thee: _ ) ’ _
2. The fecond thing God doth charﬁe us withall is Prayer, Pfal.
50. 15. Call upon mee, But if you will take the charge and the
difcharge togecher; See Nzif.;&. 6: Bee carcful for nathing. Thére
aa is




356

: (j'odf Wonderful W;r@zgr for

is the ditcharge -- Bt 1nall things make yonr  requeft kinown to God,

Thee is the charge,
AnlJ there are owo thingswhich God doth charge us withall,:
whenour fearsare blown over, and they ure
1. Thankfulnefs.
2. Obedience,
The tormer you may read, I'ful. 50. 15,

The lateer, 1 Sam. 12. 24, And this hath been the pra&ice of
the Suints, yhen calamities and croubles hach been either felt or
feareds they have betaken themfelves to thole weapons to in-
counter them with,

Fauth and
Prayer.

You feg i tteflers dime. And when God hath beftowed de-
livernnces alicn chey have betaken themfelves o Priifes.  You
[c® in the ime ftovy ot Efher, the Primutive Chriflrans had theic
Stationary-daies, their daics of Prayer, whercin they affembled
themfelves together for the removal of the Churches preflures
lying upon them. -

Andno doubrt, but they had their Solesmn }iwﬁ.r, and times of
Praifes, when God hagd wrought his deliverances.

The want of Mcrcy lends us to Prayer; the injoyment of Mercy
fends us to Praifes,

But what need wee feek further for an inftance < you lee here ic
was the praétife of cazofes.

The former Chapter tells you of his Dangers and Fears: The
Egyprians puc(aed bum, verf. 8,9, o, Together with Mofes be-
haviour and demeanour, i thefe ftraits, verf. 13, 14,15,

Where firft you fee his Faith, verf. 13, 14, And the yyth,
verfe implies his Prayer, Though wee rcad of none exprefled, yet
there is one implied, The Lord [aid unto Molcs, :vbrr;{’ar: cryeft
thow wnto mee 2 [peak unto the Children of 1ivaely thae they go for-
ward, By which is implied, thac Asofes his fpiric did mightily
wreftle with God in Prayer, although wee read not of any words
hee there uctered. '

And in this Chapter you may read of his praifes for that great
deliverance which God had wrought for them, No fooner was
hee come tofhoar, but hee fingeth forth the praifes of God, both
for their own deliverance, and the enemies deftruction,

'So that thefe words that I have read unto you, they are a part of
a Plalm of Thank[giving, tor the glorious and wonderful delive-
sance of the Children of Ilxael from the hoft of Pharaoh.

The fumme ot all you fhall fee nthe 9,10, 11, verfes, where
you may read thefe three things,

1. Mans purpefing.
2. Gods alzfpfﬁffg‘.g

3+ The Churches retributions -
5. Mans
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1. Mans purpofing, inwerf, 9. which was bloody enough,
1. The Enemy faid, Iwill purfue.
2, Iwill overtake.,
3. 1 will divide the [poil.
4. My buft fball be fatisfied wpon them.
So 1 will draw my fword.
6. My hand fhall Je{?raj them. Here was a bloody purpofe,
anc all wasdone in their choughts.

3 Wee have God difpofing in the next verl. Thow didff blow
with thy wind: the [es covered them: and they fank as lead in the migh-
#y waters, And then

3 Here is The Churches Retribution, (et down In away of Ad-
miration of God excellencies 5 Who is like untothee, © Lord among
the Gods | Who is like unto thee, glorions in HolinefJe ! fearful in Pras-

es! Doing wonders !

Here is the Church Riding in Tryumph,in a majeftick {olemnity,
admiring of God, and triumphing in him; as fhe doth ftillin all her
fongs of praifes for Deliverances, See Fudg.s.and 1 Sam. 2. at
the beginning, and moft elegantly in Ifs. 25,9, Lo, this is our God:
we have waited for him, and he wik fave ne: This is the Lord, we have
waited for him, and wee will bee glad , and rejoyce in his falva-
iwn. '

Wee will hold you no longer inthe Preface, that which I
thall commend unto you, from the words, is this _

Dott. The Wonderfull God,doth dowonderfull things.for biis Church
and prople. p o

eepdoth not only dowonders fimply : but great wonders, Plal.
136, 4. Ny, mighty wonders, Dap. 4i 3. Amazing, aftonifhing
wonders,for his Church and people. _

In the profecution of this doctrin, wee will go through thefs
five things. We will fhew you,

1 The sruth of it, That God doth do wonders,

2 The ground and reafon, whyGod doth fuch wonders.
3 What thofe wonders ave, which God doth.

4 When is the time, that God doth thefe wonders.

§ Whether Godwill do a wonder for nds

1. Guere, -

1 Forthe firft of thefle, That God doth do great wonders for hiz
Church, even fuch things as are above our thoughts , above our
hopes, above our expectations, above our reafon to conceive , a-
bove our faith to beleeve, : o

yikhe whole Scripturesare but the dnndls , or the records of
th#¥wonders which God hath done for his Church and people;
Yot canalltell me, what wonders God did for his people in 24
oipt. The Pfalmift tells you fo, Pfal, 78, 3. Marvelous things

did hee for them, inshe fight of their fathers,in the land of Egypr. And
Aaas you
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you know what wonders hee did tor themat the Red-f¢a, whea
there was nothing but death before them death behind them,
they were {urrounded with deach, Yet then God unbared his arm,
and caufed the Red.(ca to divide it (elf , which became a paffage to
the one, and a grave to the other.

And wonders hee did for theminthe wildernes. Not a day
withouca wonder; Every day was the Birth of a wonder. Hee gave
them bread from heaven: he gave shem swater ous of the rock. Read the
78 Pfalm at your leafure , and the 9. chap. of Nebemiah, andin
them you fhall fee a litele Chronicle of tEe great wonders, which
God l);ath done for his Church and people.

But to the Doctrin, 7hat God doth do wonders for his Church and

eople. .
2 f God hath wonderfully diappeinted greac plots, and defpe-
rate counfels, and defigns againft them.

Wee will give you aninltance of thisin Hamans time. Haman
had a defperate plot for the ruine of the Church and people of
God, you may read it in the 3d. of Effhcr 8,9, 10, totheend. In
brief, it was this: 7o overthrow and put vo death all she Fewsyupon pre=
tence,that they kept not the Kings laws. Here was their plot.

The difappointment of it you fhall read in the 6.7,8. Chapters,

"The means whereby this defign was broken, wasbut fmall, and
therefore the greater was the wonder, the more vilible was the
hand of God.  The breaking of the Kings lecps was the breaking of
this defign, as youread, Efth.6. beginning -- The King could not
Jleep well, what then ¢ Could hee noclve flillinhisbeds No, he
muft have a book, and that book,the book of Chrenicles : and that
Book muft bee opened; where accidentally, (though furely
guided by Providence) hee opens and reads that paflage recorded
concerning Mordecai, where was regiltred his faichfulInefle in dif-
covering and difappointing of amurther intended againft the King.
Wherupon God fet this act of faithfulnefs fo clofe upon the Kings
heart, that hee conld not reft till Mordecai was rewarded for it.
And this reward muft be Hamans ruine, his advancement, Hamzans
abafement, And this was the rife of Hamans difappointment.

The like you have, Dan. 6. 4, 5. Therewas a great defign the
Nobles had againft Daniel. They faw Dansel was faithfull to the
King, and the¥ could find no way to infnare him, unleffeic were
in fomething that concerned the law of his God. And therein, if
they could find any thing in his obedience to God, that might ren-
der him difobedient to the King; they fhould then have their de-
fire of him.

And therefore their Plot was this, Tomake « Desree., n‘ufﬁ,
ever fhould ask any Pesition eivher of God,or man,for the fpace of t
dayes,[ave only af’tbe King, be was to be thrown into the den of Lyons,

Well; the Ploc took according to the Defire of their hearts:
for notwithftanding this decree , Danie) made his Prayers and fup-

' ' f.’fr.m'ms
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plécations to his God, three times 4 day, as youfeeinthe 10, 11.
verfes. :

"Upon this they go and tell the Ring: Haft nor thow, o King,
made a Decree, that none [hould ask any Petition of God or man, fave
of thee? &re.Here is one Daniel of the Captivity, who regards not thee
0 King, nor the decree thou haff figned: But makes his Supplication
three times aday, verf.xz.,

And what was this now, butto render him to the King, fadi.
ous, feditious,a Rebel,a Traytor, Onewhocared not for King,
nor Law ¢ Thoughindeed Daniel wasabetter fubje& than the
beftof them 5 though they would have rendred him rebellions to
the King, becaufe he was obedient to his God.

Buc mark che iffue ofit, God difappointed them in their de-
fign, and brought their own plotupon their own Pates, Danic!
wss preferved by cheLyons that fhould have deftroy’d him,as they
did afterward them, The like of the three Children,

I might go down to our days, The Powder-plot:Eighty- Eight:
and God knows how many fince,

2 God hath wrought wonderfull deliverance for bis Church. Deli-
verances wonderful, and the way he hathwrought themwas,

1 Sometimesby finall means. For weakneffe and ftrength is
all one with Gody as f« confeffed, when that Greac 4rmy came

againt.him, 2 Chron. 14, 1Y, 1t &5 all onewishthee , to help with

many or with few. Infinite wifdome and power knows no dif-
ference, As the Mariner turns about the greateft fhip with a
fmall rudder.

No means canbee fo contemptible; buthe can makeit (uc-
‘cesful to his own purpofes. ’

As the greateft means will bee no rrivilcdge, without Gods
concurrence : {o the fmalleft means fhall beno prejudice; if God
‘wil concur,

Weeread, God hath fometimes armed natural Caufes, Sunne;
‘Moon, Stars, Hail, Wind: Allwhich, were wonderg; againt the
encmics of the Church, R

The Stars in their courle were faid to fightagain(t sifers, The
Lord flew the enemies of Fofbus with Haii ang the Moabites with
the Sun fhining upon the water.

And wee read in the Ec:!%(iaﬂfm’ Hiftory, thatthe Chriftians,
being to fight againtt the Barbarians, were'ina great diftrefle for
water: And upon theirPrayer,God fent them abundance of rain,to
refrefh their Army ¢ Butincountred their enemys with Thunder
and fire from heaven, Inremembrance of which,the Romans cal-
led the Chriftian Legion KegawoBé\os : Fulminatrix; The thun-
dring Legion. ' '

And fometimes God hath armed other canfes, putting
ftrength into weak and contemptible means, for the deliverance
ofhis Church, God hathoftenitimes delivered hisChurcl:_ b

ac
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fuch inftruments, as the enemies before would have looked upon
with {corn,as upon caft and defpicable Creatures,

As God hath weakned and intacuated chem, hee hach intend-
ed to deftroy : fo hath hee ftre ngthned and guided witha {pirit of
wifdome , fuch as hee hath intended for the deliverance of a
Church. .

You fee (yrus comparatively a weak Prince; yet God made
him an inftrument to overthrow the moft ftrong and puiffant peo-
pleinthe World, the Babylontans, and by him to deliver his
Churchs

Deborah a Womans and yet God raifed her up for the deliverance
of his Church.

So youfee God doth it by fmall means.

2. Somctimes God works the deliverance of his Church withous
means.  And this is more wonderful,

VWhen God looks aboutand lces there is no many then doth his
7ight hand bring falvation. When the Channel of Creature-helps
is dry, whenthe ftream of fecond canfes doth not runne : Then
doth God himfelt ftand up for the defence and deliverance of
his Church and People; and creates deliverance out of no-
thing.

) -:\%lm God doth by means, hee can do alowe. 'What hee doth
wediately, hee doth fometimes immediazely from himfelf, The
Angel flesv an hundred fourefcore and five thoufand, 2 King. 19. 35.

Weeread, when Fulian went towar againft the Perfians, hee
vowed to his Jdol-Gods, that when hee returned, hee would give
them a facrifice of all the Chriflians 1n the Empire.

Here was now no means for the deliverance of the Church.
But God undertaketh the work himfelf, fmiting him from Hea-
wen with an unknown blew, and by thac delivered his Church, '

The like alfo of Maximins, and of Herod, A&, 12. 23. Though
there > bee weaknefs below, yet thereis ffrength above: Though
means bee wanting, yet hee can create wmeans, or hee canwork
without.  God and Faith, work bef alone.

3. Sometimes Godworks the deliverance of his Church by contrary
meanss  And thisis yeta more wonderful way.

God doth often work his works by Contraries, hee brings good
out of ewil, Life outof Deathycrc. As the Phyfitian dothorder
‘poilons and deftrudtive inFredients to phyfical, ufeful;and health-
ful purpofes: So thofe things whicli in themfelves are againft us,
.God in fingular wifdome and mercy, turns them for us. That
which hach been uled as the means of ruine; hach God often turn~
ed to the means of raifing 2 Church and People. | '

This is like the opening of the blind mans eyes with Clay,  One
would think it fhould rather put out the eyes of u feeing man, than
give fight to ablind map.  Bucif (hriff do undertake the work,
though the means bee never fo consrary, it fhall bee f}j‘&ﬁ‘au{.ﬂ.

: s
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‘T hus you fee thac God doth often do wondus for the good
of his Chiurch and People,

2. Qure,

2, Wee come now to the tecond thing.  ‘The Grounds and
Reifons, '

1. Thetuftis, Beeanfe hee ds a worderful God.' Wonderful
things befecw aivonderful God,  His Name is Wonderful, Ifo. 9.
6. And therefore his works are Wonderful, This is the inferenge,
}fal, 85, vo. Thewart greaty and do} “worderful things, Every
onz delights to do aifions futable v themfelves, futable to their
OWn creatncfs,

Wien dlexander mer with agreat difficulty, his fpirit thus
incounteis ity  Fam pertculums par avimo Alexandri: Now here
isa danger, here is adifficulty fit for the (piric of Alexander toin-
counter withall: here is awork futable for Alexander to do.
Greac encerpriles, great difficuleies, great things befit Grear fpi-
rits.  Magnos magria decent, And wonderful things befit a wonder-
ful God.

And upon this ground Gods reliefs come not in, until cafes are
dcfperate, becaule then hee may difcover his great Power.” And
fuch deliverances ave moft furable to the great God. Hee could as
well h.ve faved Lazarws from ficknef(s, as have raifed him from
tte grave: buthee fuffers him todye, bee buried, and lye three
dayes in the grave, what hee might magnifie his power, in ‘the rai-
fing of him again.  Hee lets the difficulty go beyond the help of
man, that you might the better know whai the Power of God
is.
2. The fecond Reafon.  God doth wonderful things for bis
people, to get bum(clf a wondesful Name, that God might bee
known in the World,

Thereforedid God execute fuch'fearful Judgements on Pha-
raok,y and wrought fo great deliverances for his people ; that hee
might gee himtelf a Name, snd publith himelt co the Warld,
Ifs. 63.12,

Special cures win meye glory to the Phyf(ician, thana thoulznd
ordinary cures : fo (pecial victories win more honour to a Gene-
ral, than a thoyfund ordinary skivmifhes » o here, fpecial delives
rances to God, '

If God thould only walk in the ordinary wayes of his DProvi-
dencein the Warldy his glory would not bee fo much feen and
advanced : And therefore God doth often ftep out of his ordina-
ry paths of Providence, and goces in Extrasdinaries, that hee
might difcover his Glory and Pewer, and advance his own Name,

This know, thatitis Gods greac defignin the World, to ad-
warce hisown Name, ard rake it gloricus 10 the ends of the Earth,

This isone way God dosh it by - even doing wonderful things J;a;
41
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his Charch.  Hereby God wins a great deal of honour and praife
trom the Saints, and dread and terror from che wicked, as the
Scriptures {peak.

Y ou know how terrible was the Name of the God of 1frael to all
the Earth, by thofe greatwonders God had done for Ifrael in
Egypte

°§fnd theréfore this was the argumient which Dawid dfed, why
God fhould deftroy fuch as were his enemies,and work deliverances
for fuch as were hus people; That men might know, thas thou, whofe
Name alone i Jehovaby aré themoft high ever all the Earth, Pfal,
83.18.

gGreat Mercies and wonderful deliverances, publifh and fet forch
God, when fmaller cannot do ie.

Grear Deliverances publith great Power; great Mercy, great Wif-
dome,and great Truth,  Godiis loff in (maller delivetances; but
vifible in greater, They who are unwilling to acknowledge God
in lefler, are forced to acknowledge him in greater deliverancesy
and to fay with them, who without doubt were loagh enough to
acknowledgeit, Digitus Dei eft hics The finger :{ God s here,

None, buta God could have difappointed fuch Counfels.

None, but a God could have difcovered fuch Plots.

None, but 2 God could have removed fuch Evils.

None, but a God could have wroughe fuch Deliverances.

3. The third Reafon, why God doth wonderful things for his
Church, is, as toget, fmuf old his gress Namse,

You havean excellent place for thisin Dest. 32.27. God was
highly difplealed with Ifrael,, for their provocations of him; and
hee threatned to deftroy them : yet after all this, hee faith, .--
1 faid, 1 would featter them into corners, and would make the repem-
brance of thems to ceafe from among men : svere it not that I feared the
wrath of the enemy : left their adverfaries fhould behave themfelyes

frrangely, and left they fhowld [ay, our high hand, and notshe Lord,
hath done all this. :

Thelike you have in 2 King. 18. 35, Who are there among the
Gods of the Countriesy . that can deliver out of my hand ? fo hee
vaunted, and God (uffered him to foare fo high, that hee mighc
have the greater praife, and his Glory bee higher advanced by
the greater downtal of fucha Lucifer,

And this was the Argument which Mofes urged God withal,
when hee threatned to deftroy the Children of Ifrael, Numb. 14.
15. Now if thou kill this people, then the Nations which have heard
the fame of thee, will [peak, [aying: Becaufe the Lord was not abke to
bring this People inta the Land, which hee fivare unto sthem, there-
fare%arb hee flain them in the Wildernefs. ~ As if hee had faid, ---
Thos haft gotenshy [elf a Name, by the mighty wonders, which
thou haft done for thy people: but if thou (houldeft leave now,
and dq no more,thou wouldeft lofe thy glory,which thou haft got-

ten,
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ten, and thre Nations would bee ready. to. charge thee with weak 2
nefs and émpatcncy, that thou waft not «ble to do what. theu:
baft promifed, and purpsfed todo for thy Peaple, g e
The like youhavein Dear, 9. 28, Andin Exod. 32. 12, And
the fame Argument you have in Fof. 8. 9. When God went nat »
forth with the armies ot Zfrael, but fuffered them to bee finjceen
by their enemies. 0 Lord, (faith Fofbua) what fball 1 (ay, -when 16+
racl turn their backs upon their eneanies ! If 1 bee thus;.-what will b=
comc of thygreat Name ! " o
Arguing by this, that there was anecefiity for God to do greas.
things for his People; ff4ll to uphold thas great Nume hee hid gatteny:
which otherwile would fall to the ground, (el 79, 9. Help ns;..
for the glory of thy Names and deliver us for thy Names fake.
Andanexcellent place-you have for chis, in /fa. 48: 9, 10, 11.
For my N.-:mr:/a&f will I defer miywrath, and for my Praifewtll re-
frain it from thee, that I cut thee not off. . ¢ w
4+ Reaf. God doth wonderful things for his Peaple, that hee might
inberit worder n{!’jpm:’ﬁu from his Pcople. Therefore doth God
work wonderful deliverances for his Church, thac his Church mighe
return futable prg;[c: toGodagain, -- Pfal. 111, 4. Hee. hath done
his wonderful wirks, to bee remembred.” As it hee  had faid, iv was
for this end, that God  did thofe wonderful works, wrought thofe
great deliwzrances, that they might bee remcmbred, that they mighe
bee kept upon the imagination ot the choughts of the heart for
ever, Asiny Chrow. 29, 18, Thatwee might bee fo-many living
Mongments ot thankfulnefs, o many Trumpets to  found-forth the
praile of his Greatnefs and Goodnefs, {rom Generation' to Genera-
rion,  And hee that forgets Thankfulnefs, forgets the end of Gods
beftowing ot Mercy, and rolfs himlelf of the fruit and effe¢i of che -
prefent Mercy, and hinders himfelf of fucure. :
5. Reaf. Goddoth wonderfulthings for his -Church, to.adde tor-
ture to the Dewily and his Children. ; _
Gods merciesand deliverances to the Saints, muft needs in-
rage the Devil, and wicked men, R CE L
When Haman had prevailed o far as to get a bloody. decree
againft the Fews, hee joyed exceedingly, as one chiat promifed to
Wimfelf the wtter ruine of them all. Now God ftepping in- on-a {ud-
den, and (hewing a wouder to difappoint him in his defigny No man
can conceive, much lefs expre(s how much thisadded -to. Hamans
torture and vexation. Hee goeth home, andveseth himfelf, and vex-
eth in his bed, and could hive no reft, o
Achitaphel was {0 rortured, that his defign did not take, that hee

was impaticut of his Life. Hee could not eafe himfelf, butby de-. s
ﬁm f:{g.' Mmﬁ'ff. o . o o
%helike you haveof Balak God hath his wayes to make

wicked men gnafh their teerh before they come to Hell; and thisis ,
one way, to put them in a kinde of hope of having their will upon
Bbb ’ © 7 the
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T the godly,-as they had inthe verle betore the Text, :'m'fzpm,!m.,
1 will deffroy, 1mill divide the fpoil, -~ And then on afuddenover-
turning all, blowing upon their projects, bringing all cheir enter-
prizés tonought: 0h! ths doth make them wexy and tortare thicir
ownfouls.

.6 Reafon > God doth wonderfull things for bis Church and People,
Thar bath owr [elves and the Generations to come might be quickned and
[Hirved up to truft in him, obey him. .

1. That wee our [elves might bee quickned totyuff in him. And this
you {ee was the fruic of thae great deliverance in the texr, Exod.
14,3, And Ifracl faw that great work,which the Lord had done wpon the
Egyptians : And the People fearcd the Lord 5 and belecved the
Lora,

And this ufe David made That God that Fatl delivered mee from
the Lyon and the Bear, hee will alfo duliver mee from this snetrcum-
cifed Philiftine: SoPlal. 63.7. Becaufe thow haft becn my belper s
sherefore ander the fhaddor of shy wings 1 will rejoyce, Tliat is, be-
caufethou haftbeenmy Helpe : I have had experience of thy
goodnefle to me in fuchand f{uch ftraits, Therefore under the fha-
dow of thy winﬁs 1 will rejoyce,Not onelysTraft in thee, but Rejoyee,
as being aflured thou wilt‘ze!p me in time to come.

Men unmindful of former experiences, are ftill tofeck in cvery
{refh difficulty.

Where Experiences ave the Premifes,
Affurance-may be the Conclufion,

David-tvas a man of many choice experiences of Gods goodnefs
to hiny and hee wasa man that was choice of them: hee /4id
them np, and made ufe of them at every need.  Hee did not only
make ule of the Experiences themfelves, buc of every thing, thac
came in to it, ov was a Trophee ofit, ; :

Itis a'paflage not to bee neglected, that whenhee was forced
to fly from Saul, commning to Abimelech the Prieft; hee defired
aweapon‘ofhim, for his defence and fafegnard, Hee told him,
that there was none, (ave onely The Sword of Golish, whom hee
had {lain, and David faid, there i mone like thaty give it mee,
1 Sam, 41.'9, Thiswas a Traphee of Gods goodnefleto him: It
was an'Enfign of a former Experience of Gods love tohim : And
there waé o better weapon for his defence, than fuchaone, as
was both an experience and a weapon. In carrying this,he carried
an Experiegce with him, which might Comfort him, and sncoy-
rage him too, '

2 Cofin. 1. 10, Saith the Apoffle: hee huth delivered us from [o
gréat adearh, and doth deliver:In whom we traft hewilbyet deliver 45,

Thus from the former Experiences of Gods goodnef to him, hee
makes out’an argument of future deliverances, 2

And, if we werebut thus wife, to treafure up formrer 7.
ptriences;the former: parts of onr lives would come in to belp the Lat-

i ferg
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ter: And the longer wee live, the richer in faich we thould be,
Wee ought indeed to truft God, thoughwee had never Tryed
him: bur, when hee helps our faith by former Experiences; * this
fhould ftrengthen our Confidence; and make us to go unto Gad, as
unto a Tryed friend. .
If wee were well read in the Hiffory of our Lives, wee might
have a Bible of our own,drawn out of the Experiences of Gods deal-
ings with us, and wee fhould be able to fay, inany difficulty and
diftcefle; 1 dare truff Godin this difficulty; 1 dare adwenture on
him, in this prefent diffrefs: I have sryed him, and found him trae;
Hee never failedmee,  And becaufe hee hath been my help, there-
fore under the [hadow of his wings will 1rejoyce. This is the firlt
art of this Reafon, Goddoth wonders, to qm’:&m and incourage bis
Church and People, to truft in him and obey him.
2 God doth 1t,that thevery generations to come might be inconraged
#0 trufl in the [ame Godyin the like diflreffes.
This ufe the Church made of Former Experiences, Pfal. 22. 4,
5. Our Fathers trufled in thee: they trufted, and thou did} deliver
shem: they cryed unto thee, and were delivered : they trufted in
thee, andwere not confounded. And from hence the Church ga-
thersanargument, thac that God, chat hud delivered others, woutd
alfs deliver them. _
the like youhave, Ifs. 51.9, 15.  Awake, awake, Put en
forength, 0 armof she Lord: Awake, asin the Ancient days, in the
Generations of old. - Art not thou hee, thassoounded the Dragon:who
dryea up the Sea, and made the -a'elptb: a way for the yanfomed to pafs o-
wer¢ -- As. ithehad faid, ANl thofe Former Experiences of th
‘Gracious dealings, and wonderfull deliverances of thy Church,
they are as fo many sncouragements to us, to beleeve thy gosdneffe to
s, -And therefore the Pff!miﬂ tellsus, Plal. 9. 10. They thas
know thy name. will traff in thee.-- And heegives the reafon. -
Forthow Lord hafl not ﬁ;ghl:m them that (eck thee, -- Hee doth not
{2y, Thow Lord wils naty but, thow Lord hast net, Gods hath-not, is
his will-not too.
- The Argument were not good, would nothold inmen. They
Have not,therefore they Will nor;Men may change,men may alcer,.
X. Either they may repent of former cuttefitss
2. Orthey may tefolve. to'do o more. Men, wee [ee; fhue
their hands, becaufe they Have ?omed them , and their former cur-
wefiesave reafons of furure denials, _ :
But the argwinentis good heve, Fiee hath-nor : therefore hee

will not forfake bis people,

- Heewill'bee graviows 5 becanfe hee hath been gracious. Gods for-.

mer' dealsngs towards his Churchand people, do but publifh #s
the world, and inform us, what his future behaviour [hall bee to his
Charch and people.  Hee Hath not, therefore he will noti -+
God blames the Ifraelites, becaale hee had dore fo great
‘ Bbba works
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works for them , And yet they belecved nos.

7. Real. Godwill do wonderfull things for his Churchy becaufe
His love and ngagements do move him unto it.

There ase four loving ingagements of God, which move him
to do wonderful things tor his Church,

1. Theyare his.

2. He hath fra.mi ed,

3. His people truft in bim.
4 Theyfeck unto him.

1. God is ingaged to do wonderful chings for us, Becaufe wee
are bis. Weare hus people, heeis our God : wee are his Spoufe,
hee our husband: wee are his children, hee our father: wee hig
Members, heeour head: wee are his portion, his inheritance,
&,

And this is a greatingagement for God to do grear things for
us; what will not a Joving father do for his child 2 what will not
aloving Husband do for his wife ¢ &c. wee ftand in the fame
relations with God.

He thought nothing too greatto [fuffer for us. Hee fuffered
reat things, and hee [uffered cheerfully: hee wasin pain till the
our.came. And do you think hee will think any thing raomuch to

do for you ?

God doth what ever is done in the wer/d.And there is nothing ¢has
he doth, that I may fay his heart is more in,that he doch with more
Complacency and delight , than thofe things he doth for his Church
and People. - Hu whole heart is in themy and therefore doth chem
cheerfully, and doth chem fully. As you know , whatever your
heart is in, that yon do willingly, that you do thoroughly,

&e. -

Indeed, there was Nothing to ingage him, To make us his Peo-
pley before hee made us his Peopley as <Aofes faith, God chofeyou
not becaufe of thy righteoufneffe , the wuprightnefs of thy hears; for
thoy maﬂf/{;echd People.  Bw becanfe the Lord Loved You 5
e,

But there is fomething to ingage him, To do for us now, bee hath
made us hus People, becanfewee are his Pegple, this s tha, tha S~
muel did comfort the Ifraelites withall, 1 Sam. 13. 22. The Lord
will not forfake his people, for bis great Names fake, And why?whae
is thereafon? whatis the ingagement ¢ why faith hee , Becanfe it
hath pleafedthe Lord to make you his people. .

L 2 A fecond loving ingagementwhich caufeth God to do wonders
ﬁ;f‘l:;i?: no- for his People is, becanfe he hath ingaged himfelf tous, by many great
bisiecir debe  and precious Promifes. Gods Promifes are fﬂfﬂgtmtﬂff upon him,
wten non = God hath made himfelf our Debter , Not by receiving any thing
;‘;';fp?cﬂﬂ‘;:.’f,d from us, bus by promifing all shings to 45, God hath made-many
omniancbis  precious promifes to us. '

Poeend® =5 Promifes of Prefervation, 162, 33. 16, Hee foall dwellon hﬂg&:
: 1)



" bis Church and People,

his place of defence [hall bee the munition of "vocks; bread fball bee
given o him; his waters [hall bee fure, '

A Promite, thanwhich I know none more full in the Book of
God, wherein all Objeétions, thata fearful heare mighe raife, are
an{wered and taken away. Letus view it over, '

1 Hee fhall dwell on high) If hee wercamon; his enemies, hee
might bee in danger : Buc_hee fhall dwel on highy nay, on heighs,
as the Word is: many Afcents, many Heights,above the reach of
danger, ontof Gun-fhot. "R :

2 Buc (uppofe they could raife up Mounts, and come as high
ashee; yet they fhall not hurthim. Hee g in a place of defence,

3 Butwhatthens His defence isnot o ftrong, but it may bee
broken therongh. No faith the Texr, that is impoffibles for ks
place of defence fhall bee the Munitions of Rocksy many Rocksy and
?my Munisions of Rocks (and therefore impregnable ) to guard

in1.

4 Why ¢ but hee may bee ftarved oar; hiis fupply will notal-
way laft, Thereis no plowing and fowing upon Recks; hee may bee
famifbeout. No faith the Text., Bread [hall bee given him; Hee
fhall bee provided for,

5 Butwhat (hall wee do for Water? There is no Water tobe had
out of Rocks. You f{ee it was that which pofed the Raithof Mffm
sofetch Waterout of 4 Rock, But faith che Texe, hee fhatl bave
Hater toa, = _

6 Yeabuthis Water may be fpent, 1t-will not alway laff.No faitht
the Text: His Waters [ball bt fure; never fasling Waters, [ure Wasers,

Again; in the fame Chapter, werf, 21, The Lord will bee
v0 us & place of broad Rivers and fireamsy wherein [ball go no Gallie
with Oaresy nor fhall gallavt fhip pafs thereby, Shewing the defemce
God would beeto 'ﬁis People. Heewill bee a Stream, vay a Réver
hetween usaod our enemies; And-& broad River, 2 River thar
sannot bee pafed over,  Why but they way ufe oaress No faith
the Lord, Hee will bee a River, wherein no Gu:? with Oares [hall
pafs, Buta Ship may. No, norgallans fhip (ball pafs thereby, for
the Lord is onr Fudge; the Lord is oir Enwv-givers the Lord # oir
King; heewill fsvews. But what if any fhip thould attempt ¢
You fhall fee, wérf. 23. God will unsagkle. thern. Thy tacklings are
loofed; they conld not svell firengthen their Mafts they conldnas [pread
the (asle. 2By - 5

:f. And as hee hath made promiles,of Prefervation from; So
hee hath made promiles of Deliverance out of tronble, PRI, 34. 19,
Many are the troubles of the Righteouss busthe Lird deliveresh bhim
ont of themall. So Pfal. 50, 15. Call ypontnee inshe time of trouble;
A will deliver thee. S0 Pfal.9t. x5. A will bee with him in troubie,
wnd will deliver bim. So Ifa. 540 17.. Noweapon formed againft thee
fhall profper. And an excellent lEromtﬁe wee have, /. 43¢ 3,4

1 gave EGype for thy ranfeme, Etbiopia and Scbafor thee, fG?:d
peaks
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fpeaks here as the Lord and Poffeflor of the whole Earth, Egypt
was his, and Ethropia was his; and both thefe heegave forto re-
deem his Church.

The Church was inbondage and captivity, you know, in Egypr.
And God gave Egypt for her ranfome. And how ¢ becaufe
fhee could not bee ranfomed and delivered without the lofs of
Eeypt. Therefore God gave Egypt for her : Thatis, hee would
tather lofe all the Land of Egypr, than his people fhould not bee
ranfomed : hee would fink the whole Kingdome of E; (pr, if it
ftood betwixt his People and Deliverance. And fo it follows in the
qverfs 1 have loved theeytherefore will 1 give men for thee, and people
for thy life.  As if hee had faid. 1 love thee, thou art more
dear to mee than all the World; and I donot flick to give the
lives of thoufands to uphold thine, Multitudes fhall bee deftroy-
ed, racher than thou fhalt not bee preferved. Ilove thee, and
therefore 1 will grve men for thee.

Thus you fee God is ingaged to dowonderful things for his
Clhurch, becaufe of his Promsfe. g o

That love which hath moved him to make thefe precious pro-
mifes to us, will never give him reft,till it hath c:ul"ei:yhim tomake
good thofe promifes which hee hath made, b

3. A third loving Isgagement, which caufes God to do wonders
for his People is, bems{f they truft in bim. .. Truft is akinde of 1n-
gagement upon a man, although hee had made no promife. A man
will not deceive another, who repofeth his whole #ru# in him,
though hee were not ingagedby Premife. Thereis akinde of 1n-
gagement in Zraft it felf: And fhall wee then think chae God will,
wbgcn hee hath made (o many precious premifes to us 2 "This. were
the greateft deceit in the World, a Soul-deceir, 1f God {hould call
us off from all other fuccours, from other fhelters, and tell us,
that sf wee will truft in hims hee will bee:onr  fuccour, our [ecurity.
Andfhould God fail the {oul; this weve an undoing-deceit, the
greateit deceitin the World, : _

No, my Brethren, there was never-man who laid up his confi-
dencein God, bur hee found God to bee that to him, which hee
expected. '

Faith ing::fcth all the Powery all the wifdome, all the Mercy, and
Trwth of God to helpus. And if the Pawer, Wifdome, ¢re. of God
can do wonders for thee: God will then dowonders tor thee, if
thou belecwe in him, Beleeve (faith Chrift) and theu fhalt fec the
wondrous works of God. :

4. A fourth Ingagement, which caufeth Godto dowenders for
his People is, émmﬁ they ff’d:t bim. Hee doth not fay tothe feed
of Jacob, feck yee mee, invain. Hee bath ftiled himtelf -- The God
hearing prayersy and bids us ¢all upon_ him inshe day of tronble, ‘and
hee will hear. The Prayersof Gods People, they “are as (o many
Ingagements upon God, tomove him to do for them. . s

Fait
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Faithand Prayer will fec all-God awork, It will fer the Power;
Wifdome, <Mercy of Ged a work, fox you. Fasthand Prayerwill re-
wiove Hountains, Nothing fhall bee to0 hard fok that people ta
do, whofe heares and fpirits God holds up to belezve, and bo pray.
Bee it tutheey ever as thon wilt, : Nz

Luther having been in his fudy, and carneft wich the Zordabout
the bufinefs of the Church; receiving a gracious anfwer, hee comes
downand cryes, Wee have overcomes the day isonrs. And foit fell
our, faith the ftory : For the Church prevailed, :

Thereis a kinde of omnipotency in Faith and  Prager, becaufe
thele ewo fet che Omnipotent God, and the Omnipotency of the Power
of the Omuipotent Gud, to werk for us.

And X belceve, The greas work of Reformation hath gone [o flow-
ly j?nmm’, becaufe Gods Piople are not fo flrongly carried on in
eeking, o 5" o

3 The third thing wee have to do, is to fhew you

. ) 3. Guere, s
What are thofe wonders _rv&:'c}: God doth for his Church and Peo-

ple 7
4 Y God doth wonders for the fouls of his People.

3 Godduth wonders for the body, and outward wan. _ 1 Gods Woaxy
.t Forthe foul. And wvee will give youa glance of thefe, The (< © e
firlk wonder, and indeed the Wonder of wonders, which God hath
done for his Church and Peopleis; - 1Wonder for

1 The giving of Chrift for us, and 10 us, the foul,

Allgvonders are [walowed up in- this wonder. Nothing is
wonderful, if compared to this. ~ God manifefted in the flofb. Hence
the Apoftle, 1 Tim. 3. 16, Great is the myftery g‘ Godlinefs. God
manifeftedinthe flefh,  That fuch grearmé:, and fuch meannefs;
fuch finstenefs, and fuch sufinitenefs; {uchriches, and fuch poyer-
tys fuch flrength, and luch weaknefs; Tantus Dews, tantillus Ho-
mo, S0 great & Gody and [0 mean a Man, all inone : Here is a Wonder.

Thereis four great Wonders confpicuous in chis. :

. 1 Hereisa Wonder qf Humility, which will appear, if you con- ¥ Of Humift-
fider, i . ' :

1 Who beewas,

2 What hee became, o o .

v Whohee was. Heewas the Son'of Gody The exprefs Imageof
his Fathers perfony One equal with Gods and thought it no robbery
t0 bee eqnal with Gody hee was God bleffed for ‘¢very As the A-
poftle ftiles him, ’ ' . ‘i

2 PVhat hee became. Hee took norupon hins the Karnre of Angels;

which yet had been a greater difcenY;than tf all the Angels in Hea-

ven had been curned into Worms. But hee took' not the Nature of

eAngelss but heetook npon him the Nature of Man, and that not
at the befts buc of Man fallen, [ubject 1o infirmities, Penal,
nos
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vioi Calpable = Gencraly not pwticular,
" Anawhat a wonder oanmiiity was this ¢ Tlere is not the
mcanclt Angél in heaven, but would have thoughe it 2 wrong a-
bove amends, to have been folow abafed. Hore was a wonder of
Humility, Faltor terve, faltusin tered The maker of the carth,to bee
made of carth,

3 lere was a4 wonder of wifdome.

That God (hould ind out fuch away to recover us, when we
wereloft: Ifall the united  Conlultitions ot men and Angells
had been Lud together, they*could iever have tound out away
£o Keconctle Gods movey in the faliaiion of win, dnd yet his Fuflce
1 the damnation of fin,

1P God thould have helped us thas fure,  You are milera-
ble Creatures: But Lamamerciful God. The demands of my
jultice Tmuft not deny - neither will Tdeny the intreacies of my
merey. Find mee thien but ene, thae can l:ltis!r my juftice, and [
will thaw my merey toyou, Ah! where fhould sivee hiave found
one,who was {trong enough 1o bear finne , ard o fatisty the
wrath af(;ad or we ! o, itwas hisown wildome, that found
out the way, Heie was awonde of u-fﬂwm; which wee adere and
aamire, _ ;

3. Here was awonder of Love,

An Heighthy adepth;” a length, abredih, s Love beyond all di-
menfions, Hence fud to beea Love paffing knewledgey a Love that
maybee apprehended by [aith, vor comprehended by reafen, it wis an
intimteJove. And thisis more thanifwee could gatlier all che’
bowels of the Creation together, Hence faith ¢hrift, who knew
the greatnefle of ity Fohn 3. 16. ive. SoGod loved theworld - foinfi-
witely, ﬁ:f'r:ramprr.{'r:g’fél)', that Dee 5.;11’ bis am}y begotten Son, that,
whofecver beleeveth i bim, [ronld ot perifh, biit have everlafting
lifes '

4. Herewas awonder of mercy;which will bee more confpicuous
if we confider,

1. The Porfon,
3. The Tiwc,

1. The Perfin, who undertook this; Tt was the fecord Perfon
in the gloriows Trinity : the Perfon againit whom the fisfl Sinne
was in fome fpecial vefpect commicted.  Hee s the svifdome of
the fathery and called wifdome, Prov. 8. And this finne was
an affectation of wifdome, to bee like to God.  Asthe fulling-
finisnow the finne againft the Third Perfon, Sinne againft the
Holy¢heft : fo the fin which did occafionthe full, was in fome
Apecial xefpects aganft the fecond Perfons And therefore the
greater is the wonder of mercy, That he, againfl whom the firft
fine was fo committed o fhonld undertake she expiation of
i,

2. Cenfider the time, when hee took our nature. And chat was

' o When
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iien wee were browght 1o adefperate leffe: when it was made evi-
deat chat rothing clte could help us, Heb. 10.6, 9. Swrifice and
buiit-offerings, thow wouldft not have.  Then fud 1, Loc, "1 come,
When Legal wathings were declared unable to pacity God, or to
workour peaces Thew Chrift comes into the world.” Chrift came
not into the world till it was made Evident, That without him,
Go# could nor be [atisfied, nor man bec Javed. And dhisisthe firft
Wonder, The feading of Chrift, in whom &/ i wonderfull. His
(ncarnation, the typoflatical wwion of two watures in one Ferfon.
His Pafften, Befwrrecleon, Afcention, Sc(Jton, Interccffion : They
areachainof holy wouders, Hence , 1ta. 9. 6. Chriff is called
wezder(ul: becawle all in Chrift 15 wonderfull.

x e is wonderful in bis perfoi and natures: God-mansand mortall-
ammortall, finite and infinste, [0 grest | and yet fo meais: fo ruch
and yet {0 peor. Here is a wonder, '

2 Hee s wonderfull in his Offices, 4 King, Pricit, and Pro-
phes. ;

3 Iee s wonderfull in his government,

"That hee fhould bring us to life, by death, to glory by mi-
fery 5 to honor by fhame; 44 wonders. This is the firft wonder,
and the root of all the reft,

2 Another wonder God doth for the fouls of his Peaple, is), The fecond

v The work of Converfior and regencration, that a man thonld wonder o che
partake of ancther begerring, ofanother birth,of another nature, foul.
thanochers have inche world . Nay, than hee him(elt had, This 1o Conver-
is ameidor. "Uhataman thould bee thé fime, and not the fime:
The lame manfor body, yet as difterent n qualities, as if another
foul did dwell inthe famebody.  That hee thouldlive by ano-
ther e, bee fed by other food , refrethed by other comfores
thanothers are. Herels aswonder, thatofa Lyen thould become
a Lanhs of a wolf, a fbecps of a Saul, a Panl; a Perfecntor, become a
Treacher,Here is a wonder,

And the greater is the wonder, if you look upon the weak sief{e
and contemptiblencfle of the means, God works this by. The
miniftery ofawcak man.

Irhad been no great wonder, if the l—ﬂcﬂ:g" Fericho had fallen
down by the butrery of 1 Canon. But this made it the wonder,that
the blaft of Rams-horns fhould bring down the walls of Fericho.
And this is that, which makes this work more wonderful, that
by fuch wealc and Comemprible mcans and men, in the eyes of car-
mal men, this greac worlk thould be ede@ed,

Whenaman fhall come to the Church, with full tide and
ftream of luft, lifting up his head, puffing at God, glorying in
his finand flume , Nay perhaps, Come with  parpofe to contemn,
to fcorn the Difpenfer. And o {ce this man veturn home, by the Mi-
wiftezy of aweak man, wonnded, flain, laid wpon his back, crying out
with the Publican , God bec merciful tomee a finner: or with Panl,

. Ccc Lord
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2 In the life.

3 In Derfeve-
rance.

Gods Wonderful Workings for

Lordywbat wilt thou have mee to doz T amwilling to do any thing, 1o
fuffer any thing, &c. Hereis awonder; well may wee fay inthe
voice of the Prophet, wWhat ails thee, thow Jordan, this thou are
driven back ! Thou [ea, that thou fleddeft !

And as che birch of a Chriftian, fo

2. Thelite of a Chuiftian in grace,is wonderful. Tt is a myfte-

riouslife : A life hid from the world: tor
1. The feat of this life is hid and fecret.
2. The principle and ﬁri;}g of this life i [ecret and my[Rerions
3. The Nourifhment myfterions.
4. The conveyanse of nourifbment.
5. The comforts of this life. All wonders, Nothing in
Grace, but wonders. _

3 When God Jhall hold up a mans heart to ch'.lr bim, to Jeek him, 1o
beleewe in hum,” in times of darknc(Je, and temptations.  Herels a
wonder.

All the workings of Faithare wonders : but efpecially in rempta-
tions, and Defertions.

1 Thataman by Faith fhould conquer a troop of fears, filence
an Army of doubtss anfwer a throng of difputes; and carnal-reafo-
ningsy overcomeall the powers of darknefle, to chale ten thou-
fands Devils before him, which all the power of earth cannbe do.

Here is a wonder, )
2 That a man by Faithfhould hold up his head, under the buy-

den and guilt of many thouland fins, the left of which would
fink the foul, if Faith did not caft all this upon the Lord.

3 That aman by faish, [howld bee arockin the midfi of a florm,
and ftand immoveable when the winds blow, and the billow:
rages when heaven and earth feem to come together, as you
fee Daviddid, Pfal. 27.1,2,3. and Plal. 46. 1,2, 3. I will not
feary though the earth be removed, thongh the mountains bee hurled in-

iy

10 the midft of the Sea, _

4 When God [hall kerﬁ alive alitile fpark of grace inshe midft
of afeaof corruptions, hold up his own work i the mids of all
Counter-workings, and oppofitionsof finne and Satan, Hereisa
wonder, ;

S+ When God fhall make a man willing to facrifice his goods, I
berty, life, rather than towonnd his Confcience, and offend his God,
This is a woader, which, without che powerof God 5 could not
bee wrought.,

6. VVhen God [ball bear sp the [pirits of the Saints withjoy and
comfort, in the abfence of all created comforts, asyou fee, Hab. 3.
17, Although the fig-tree [ball not blofJome, nor ball fruit bee inthe
winey ¢re: yer Twillrejoycein the Lord, 1will joy in the God of my

alvation, :

Nay, in the prefence of all creased difcomforts, to ftand up, and

vejoyce under the frowns, menaces, [corns, [comges, prifons, perfecy-
fians
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tions of meny imbrace the {;hrl:e, kifs the chains, [mile ontheterrors
of death, rejoyce with Stephen wnder a [hower of flones,  Here aré
Wonders.

7 When God doth turn all the affliSions,nay,all the fins of his Church
and Peoplesto the good of his People, to humble them morecaft them out
of them/elves, caff them n’van the hold of Faith, the cxercife of Prayers
make them more watchful, more careful more exal¥. Here's a wonder,

Secondly, God works wonders for the body; for the outward con-
dition of the Church; for thegood of his people, ini regard of
the outward man,

1 God doth oftenreftrain the wickedne(s and malice of men
againft his Church; that though they bee never fo full of Hell
and fury; Ye: they fhall not bee able to vent it, againft the Church
and People of God. Thus you fee it was with Rabfbakeb,
whenhee came with purpole to deftroy Ferafalem; yet God pus
his hook into his nofes and his bridle into his lips, Hee reftrained
him, asyoufeeina King. 19. 28, 32,33, And this made David
tofay, when the Princes took.couafel together, totake away his
life, My times are in thy hands, Phl, 31, 15, Though they bee
never fofuall of malice, tfnir defigns bee never fo Dbloody, yet
my times ave in thy hands; they [hall not bee able 1o hurtmee : though
they confulied, yethee knew they could not act: God could
reftrain them,

God hath the Devil, much more wicked men,ina chain; and
they cannoc go a jot furcher than hee gives them chain and thac
fhall bee no turcher chan for bis own Glory, and the good of bis
Church, asheetells us, Pfal. 76, 10. Surelythe wrath of man [hall
surn tothy Praife, andthe remainder of wrath [halt thou refirain,

Though wicked men bee never o full of wrath and fury a-
gaint the Church, yet they fhall vent no more than what thall
turn to the Glory of God, nay, the Pm‘:'fe of Ged; {o minch as his
People fhall have caule to praife him for. The remainder of wrath,
(though never [ofull) hee [ball reftrain. They (hall bur# before
they Emllfwm any ?f it, tothe hurc of his People. And thisisa
great wonder, His {etting bounds to the fury of men, as hee doth
to the raging of the Sea,  Hitherto [balt thou go, and no further:
reftraining the malice of men againft the Church, is as great awori-
deryas to{cea Milftone hang in the divy and not fall down.

2 God doth ofsen calm, and [lill the raging fury of wicked men
againft bis Church and People. Hee doth not only boiind them,
bur ftill them.

And thus you fee it was with Efan. Hee came forth with rage,
and bloody-purpafes againlt Facoby to bee revenged on him for
all.  But you {ee how God calmedhim. In ftead of killing him,
hee falls upon bis neck, and kiffes him, Itwas God thar did it.
And thereforeit is faid, Gen, 33. 10, That Jacob faw the face of E+
faw, as the face of Ged, It wasnot Efan, but God cthat hee faw

; Ccéz , e in
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in Efans face, Hee faw God appearing in the wonderful ¢hanging,
and calming of his tpirit, who came wich fuch fury againft “him,
And chis was the fruic of his wreftling and praying the nighe be-
tore,
3. ¥Vhen God doth earry on greas purpofes with weak and cont cmp-
t:1ble Power : makes weak means fucce(stul to do great purpofes and
effe@s. This isa wonder, and a wonder God often doth, as you
feein /tﬁ:, 2 Chron, 14,11, It is nothing with thee to /;:!p, whether
with manys or with them that have no Power. As the Mariner can
curn abouc che greateft fhip with the fmalleft Rudder: So God,
who ever fits at the Helm, and fteeres and governsall, can bring
about his own purpoles by weakeft means.

As hiee brought Feremyout of the dungeon wich ofd rotten rags,
qod for nothing = So hee makes ufe of fuch means i fraits, tor
the deliverance ot his Church, as the enemics thereof do loolk up-
on with fcorn, as upon cust and defpicable Creatures.

As God doth weaken and infatuate them, heeintends not' to
profper; {ohee ftrengthens and guides with a {pirit of witdome,
thofe hee intends for the deliverance of his Church. You fee
this in Deborah, in Cyrus, who though hee were a weak Prince, yet
God made hiin an inftrument for the overthrow of the moff ffrong

and puiff ant ;rap!e inthe World.
&4 When hee makes the fﬂi&‘i&m and perfecntions of bis Charch, a

means of growth and increafe of his_Church.
As it was faid of the Ifraclites, Exod. 1.12. The more they were

afflicted, the more they grew: fo hath God ftill done for his
Church., The primitive times tell us of thoufands, who were
brought in, not by Sermons, buc by the fufferings of the Saints.
The blood of thofe Martyrs being the fced of the Church,

And Fulian knew this fowell, that hee left off to perfecute
the Church, as his Predeceffors had done. Now ex miferi-
cordid, fed ex invidid; notoutofmercy, but envy, fich the Hi-
ftorian; becaufe hee faw, The more they were affliéted, the more they
grew: The more they were oppreffed, she more they increafed : And
therefore hee lefe off that courfe. But the Churchloft more by
Sun-fhine, than by Storms; more by Peace, than by Troubles; by
Smiles, than by Frowns,

s #VhenGod [hall bring about the Peace of his People, by the
trouble of his People; their healing, by their woundingss thesr comforts
by their” fears, When God fhall work his work by conrraries; bring
joy out”of forrow, life out of death, create comfort out of dif-
comforts: ‘This is a wonder; and a wonder which God hath fre-
quently hewed for the good of his Church, .

How often hath God made the lufts of men, even the malice
and rage of his enemies, to bee a means for the gond of his
Church and People ¢ making thofe things which in theirown
nature were for the rbine, & means for the raifing ofhis Church

and People, The



his Church and Peaple,

The ftories of Pharaoh, of Haman, and others, afford you plen-
tiful proof ofit. Thus. out of the' Eater comes fweesnefs : out of
shole thungs deffrucfive in themfelves, comforr and deliverance,
Thisis to turn poifon into food, evil into good. As .God doth
zurn the evil ot {in, fo much more the evil of trouble, to the good
of his Chutch, Hee makes all troubles fubfervient to deliverance,
as pangs and thrdws are to the birth,

As itwas in the waters of Berhefda: the waters were troubled
before the difealed were healed; God made the crouble of the
water {ubfervient to the cure in the water: So hee often makes
the troubles of his People, (ubfervient to the growth and increafe
of his People. '

As the Pwhale which fvallowed up Fonah, hee made 2 means
to bring him to the fhoar: So that trouble which wee think will
fwallow us up, God makes to advance their peace here, till hee fec
them on the {hoar of eternity. :

Wee our felves have had the experience of it, But this # the
Lords deing, and it is wonderful in our eyes, T

6 ¥Vhenthere arc nothing bus thoughes and preparations for war
and defbraétion: And Godg fhall pleafe to compofe our differences,
beal our breaches, change she fad face of things; beat our fwords into
dPJaw-ﬂwn, and our [pears into P runing-hooks. ‘This is awon-

er
And this is 3 wonder which God can doy a wonder which hee hath
done; awonder which wee have had experience of; and fuch an one’
as wee are mow in expedtations of , which God of his merey
gﬂfﬂ:a :
It will bee more deflruitiveto our enemics thanour wars, In che
mean time, there muft bee our prayers and indeavours for it,

« Quere,

4 VWhen is the time which God takes to do thefe wonders forbis
Church ?

v #¥hen God [hall get himfelf moft glory of the enemies of his
Church and Peaple : Then is the time God takes to do wonders. t

If God had difappointed Haman, at the beginning of his de-
fign, hee might thereby have delivered his Church: buthee had
not thengotten fo much glory ourof him; and therefore hee fuf-
fers him to go on with his defign, and bring it up to ripenefs, that
now it is veady to bee put in execaution: and thea God flepping in,
ina wmder{'u! and snexpelfedway, hee got himfelfagreat deal of
glory upon him,

‘Therefore doth God oftentimes ftay till the exemies bee ripe,
till they have digged graves to bury themfelves in; twifted cords 10
binde themfelves withall: that thereby their confufion might be
greater, and Gods glory more vifible.

2 Vhen God (hall get moft praife from hisgwn people, God is ve
Ty
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ry defirous of the praues of his Saints. As nce doth parbe hini=
» felfin their tears, {0 hee doth delight himfelf in cheir joyes, Hee
loves to hear their Praifes,as well as their Prayers,

And you know the greater the fraits out of which God doth
helpand deliver, the more are the hearts of the Saints inlareed
with praifes to him.  And therefore God doth take fuch a time
for the declaration of his deliverances , as thereby the hearts
of his People may bee mightily infarged and affected with the
meIcy.

3 %W;cn God can do the Churchmoft good, and work the complearcfp
deliverance  for them : Then is the time for God to do wonders for his
Church,

You fee this inthe ftory of Pharaoh. God conld have wrought
a deliverance for them, had hee but unwheel’d his Charets, as
foonas heecame outof Egypr. Butit had not then been fo com-
pleat a deliverance as they atterward had.

Though God had delivered them from that prefent trouble,
yet their enemies had been alive, and they thould have heard
of chemagain. And therefore God helets them go on, and follow
them unto,nay into the Red-fea,and thes towork a compleas delive-
rance for them, he éhew.r asvonder wpon them.

The like you have, Mich, 4. 11, 12, 13, CMany Nations are
gathered together againft thee, who fay, let hey bee defiled, and les
our eye look upon Ziow.  But ri;? knaw not the thonghis of the Lord,
nor underftand they his Counfell : for hee [ball gather them as fheaves
into the floor. Avife and threfbs O Daughter of Zion: for 1 will
make thy horns irony andthy hoofs braffesand thou [hals break'in peeces,
many people : and 1 will confecrate thesr gain unto the Lovd, and the:r
[ubftance sntothe Lord of the whole earth.

Where obferve, God fuffers Nations,and many Nations to gather
themfelves sogether againfl Sion. And why did God do {o ? certainly
they thoughe they fhould have the day of Zien:and (othey fay, Lez
herbee defiled, let our eye look spon Zion.  But they know not the
thoughts of the Lord, they underfland not the Counfell of God. For
God (uffers them to gather themfelves together, but for thisend,
For the compleater ruine of the enemys,and by that, for the com-
pleater deliverance of the Church, Soit tollows, They know nos
the thoughts of the Lord:for he [hall gather them. They gather them-
felves together 5 and yet faith the Text, God gathers them They
gathered themfelves toruine the Church: and God gathers them,
to ruine themfelves. Hee [hall gather them as[beavesinta the floor,
and che tuller theload, the more welcome to the Husbandman,
And then Arife and threfh. .

4. A fourthtime, wherein God doth wonderful things for his
Church; is,

When the enemyes of the Charch are carried on with moff vage , and
Pwmf[e themfelves  moff fmrrfs againft the Church and people of
God, ’ You




 bis C':burcﬁ and People.

You fee that in the verles betore the Text,9,10. when the enc-
my faid in his heart,? will pa?;e,l wil overtake,d will divide the fpoil,
miy Iufk [ball bee fatisfied on themy Iwill draw my fword, my hand fhall
deftyoy them. -- Here they expreft their fury and rage, and promift
themfelves good luccefle inall, _

And this was the time for God to do Wonders, you fee in the
nexe verl. Thow did(t blow with thy wind,y the Se a covered them, they
[ank as lead in the mighty wasers,

Ttwas f{oin the Powder-Plot: A Plot never to bee: forgotten,
When they had intended to have blown up,King,People,Nobles,
Commons, Semators,Senate, Laws,and Law-makers; nay, three
kingdomes at a blaft: They could have buried all in one grave, and
conlumed all in oneBonefire. Here was their rage,their fury. And
did they not allo promife to themfelves as good fuccefie in their
way<Had they not then in their purpofes difpefed of Crown and
kingdom,and all the Chief Offices, and Revenues in the Land¢--
Andnow was the time for God to fhew a wonder for the delive-
rance of hisChurch,which you know he did..4 wonde of wifdome in
the difcovery of the Plot, and a wonder of mercy, in difappointing of
it '

. 5. When Gods Peaple are broughs low, when all humane helps
fail; when the Arme of flefh is weak, when the ftream of fecond
Caufesis dry. Thenis Gods time to fhew a wonder for theit re-
leif ; when wee cannot be releeved withouta wonder; then God
works wonders for our relief, ‘ '

You fee this Deut.32.35,36. The Lord [hall judge his People,
and vepent himfelf concerning his fervamss: when hee fecth, that their
power s gone, and there is none [hut up,nor left.

When Zfrael was brought to thofe firaits , the Red-fea befote
them, the Egyptians behind them, and mountains on each fide
them: then faith <Mofes, fear nos, fland ikl and [ec she falvation
{ the Lord, Exod.14.13. As if he had faid; you are now in

raits: your extremities are‘i;reat : and now is the time for God to
help: now is Gods time to do wonders for you,  There are two

times,

1. Mans Time,
2. Gods Time. _

Mans time &5, when ever wee arein need, when ever we are in
tronble : but Gods time is,only when all helps fail; whenno releif
is in the arm of flefh, then all is in God.

God is ever ready to pat forth himfelfin defperate cafes, be-
caufe then his mercy and power will bee moft confpicuous, his
People moft thankfull, and deliverance moft glorious.

Itis an old experienced Trtch, 2ans extremity ésGods opports-
nity. The depthot Mans mifery calls in for the depth ot Gods
mercy.

It 3lrna]f bee obferved in all Ecclefiaftical Hiftories, that wheni de-
_ livesafice
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hiverance ;lrproached, then was perfecution the hotreft, The
Seribes and Pharifees blafphemed moft, when thetr Kingdome
was neereft coruines In chis,like the Devily who roars moftwhen
his time s {horteft,

The greateft darkneffe is before the morning watchs when the
morning 1s darkeft, then comes the day, when woubles greateft,
then comes deliverance.

You know, whenthe sk ofbricks was doubled , then tva
AMofes fent to deliver, s

The Ancient Tragedians , when things were brought to thac
ftraie, thae there could bee no poffibility of humane h elp imagi-
ned, they ufed to bring down fome of their Gods out of the
Clouds,” and thence was the phraife ©tls &0 porawis, which
was not much differing from thatamong the Fews-- 1nthe monnt of
the Lord it [hall be feen,

Gods promifesare never neerer fulfilling, than when to fenfe
and reafon they feem furtheft off from fulfilling, This was A-
brahams cafe, whenat Gods command hee was about to lacrifice
his ffaca.

6. The time when God doth wonders for his Church, &,

When God doth give and bild up a mighty [pirit of Prayer in his
Pey, !mif“k.

ou fee this in the deliverance of the Church out of the Bs-
bylonifh capuivity, In which deliverance God exprefled many
wonders of mercy to his Church. At which time God rifed
up A mighty Spirit of Prayer inthem to-feck, As you lec in Dan,
9.2,3. And this was prophefyedin Pfal, 102,13, 14, 15,16,
v7. Thow [balt arife, and have mercy upon Zion : for the time to fa-
wour her, the [e time sscome, ' Why 2 how fhall wee know, thac
Now is the time 2 hee thews in the 14th verfe, For thy Servants
vake pleafure in the flones, und favonr the duft thereof, thatis, they
monrn,and they Pray. And therefore it is time for thee to help
and deliver, as you'tee in the tothverl, Thou fhals regard the Pray-
er of the defolate,and not defpife their Prayer.

Aswhen the Lord hach an intent to deftroy a People, he doth
cither exprefly charge them, not to pray for them, as hee did fe-
remy chap 14,11, Pray thou ot for this peoples and chap.7, 16, Pray
not thon f}:r this people, neither Vift up cry, nor Prayer for them, nei-
ther make insercefJton 1o mee : For 1will not hear thee.

Or hee doth fecretly dead and ftraiten theiv (pivies, char they
cannot Priy.

So, when hee doth ftirre up the hearts of his People to feck
himy Itis anevident demonftration, that God will do grear
things for that People. '

Hee hath told us, chat Heewsll net forfake them thas feck hims
when the efrus and heartsof Gods DPeople are big with forrow,
them is Gods mercy big with deliverance, ready ro be delivered.
Wicked



his Church and Peaple.

Wicked men have a meafure of fin to fills as God fiid of the
Amorites. The iniquity of the Amorites is not yer full. And Chrift
to the Seribes and Pharifees. Fill younp the meafure of your Fushers,
Mat. 23. 22,

When the Harveft és ripe; then will God put in his Sickle, Joel
3. 134 put inthe Sickle, for the Harvefl is vipe; for the wickedne[s s

reat,

= Inaword. God hatha bag for the fins of the wicked, Job 14,
17. And God hatha bortle /ar;bc tears of his fervams, Plal, s6.
8. Hee bags up finsy and hee bottles up tears. And when once his
bag is full of che cranfgreffions of the wicked : and his bottle is
full of the tears of the Saines: Thew fhall (alvation come to Zion;
then will God 5tir up himfelf, for the relicving and fucconring of his
Church.

When wicked menave ripe for - Deftruétion, the Church ripe
for Deliverance, then will God perform his whole work upon Lion, and
il pumifb the fruit of the proud Docr.

9. When the glory of God is mightily concerned. His worfip,
his Truth, his Caules Thes & the time, God will dowonders.
Though God will not do it forus; yet hee will do it for Ass onm
Names [ake . Hee will not {uffer his glory tobee polluted.

And this was the Arguiment Fofbwa had, Fofb. 7. 8, 9. When
Ifrael had finned, and God had delivered them up to their ene-
mies, hee pleads with God,  Zord, whas will become of thy great
Name! Though Ifrael deferve not that thou fhouldeft tand out
for them; yet lernot thy glory fuffer for their fin; but ler thy
Name, which is fo much concerned, draw thee out to relieve
and help. .

‘The like you have, Ifa. 48. 9, 10,114 For my Names [ake I will
defer my angers and for my praife will I yefrain for thee, that 1 cur
thee not off. For my own fake, cven for my own [ake will 1doit: For
how [hould my Nawie bee polluted 2 And "1 will not give my gloryto
another, 2 King. 18. 35. Who are there among the Gods of the Coun-
tries, that have délivered therr Country out of my hand, that the
Lord [hould delrver Jerulalem out of my hand? Here you feenow was
Gods Glory concerned, and thercfore to preferve lus own Glory, hee
fhews a wonder to help them.

And happy are they, whole delivetanceis joyned with Gods
Glory. Though God will not alway deliver for our fake, yet will
hee’ deliver tor his Glory, for his own Name-fake. As hee tells
themin Ezck, 36, 32. Net for your fakes do I this, [aith the Lord
God, becit known unto you s bee afbamed and confounded for your
own wayes, b boufc of 1irael ! Bue-though hee would not do it for -
their (1kes; yet hee didic for bis own fake, even for the Glory of his
own UMercy, as you feein that place,

D (I d s. ﬂgﬁ?t
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5. Gucre.

5. How fhall wee kiow, thit Ged w:'_ﬁ work a wonder for us ¢

Weeare now In fad and difteefled conditions; and @ wonder
muft bee wroughe for the helping and relieving of us. But whe-
ther God willwork awonder for ns y or no: There 4 the great que-
flien.  This Tam fure of, If Ged do net work a wouder for us, wee
{hall bee made awonder. Nay, three Wonders to all Nations,

1. Wee thall bee madex wonder of folly, a wonder of madpefs,
Who,bec.nfcinone clfe conld;therctore we wquld with our owa funds
ruine onr [elves, Which (hould wee eftect, it would bee the griet
of our friends, the joy of our cnemies, the Popes Holy-day, Ger-
manies vears, Irclands ruineyScotlands hazardyand euwr own overthrow.,

> Wee fhall bee made a wouder of feorn, abiffing, and a by-word
to all Nations: ‘That England, (that was Compendium Mundi : Of
which I may fay, as did che Hiftorian of 0rmus, that if the whole
World were a Ring, Ewgland were the Diamond) chat England
fhould ruine her &fr, and with the toolifh Woman in the Provesbs,
pull down her houfe with her own hands.

3 And amowder o m!jw‘}', Tor all the World were not able to
bring that mifery upon us, that wee (hall bring upon our felves,
Inwhich combuftion, if wee preferve our l]ewcls, though wee
lofe the veft, it's well.  Butwee may fear all will bee indangered,
if thofe, (who were the hrlt movers of our trouble : fuch, who
Viper-like would cacout the heare of their common Parent) bee
not tiken away.

Well then. The cafeis fo with us, Asawender maft bee done, or
wee fhall bee made 1 wonder = awonder of folly, corn, mifery: But
whether or no,God will now do wonders for us; Herels the Que-
ition.

And I muft confefs, thereare many fad prelages of evil a-
m:mgﬂ us: many things which {peak, that God swill yather make us
awirder, thaan do @ wonder for us.

Trwill firft give you the grounds  of my Fears, and cthen give
you the grounds of my Hopes, that God will not defers us at this
i,

‘The Grounds of Fear ate
1 Enther Spiritual
2 Or Natural.
¥ Spiritwal, and they are
1 The Univerfality of fin
2 The Impudency.
3 The obftinacy of fin amongft ws. '

1 The Univerfality of fins. ~ All perfons, all places are fill'd
withall kinds of fins,  The Land is full of Adulteries, full of
Oathes, full of Oppreffion, full of Injuftice, of Pride, Prophana-

tion of the Sabbath, contempt of the Ordinances; full of Drun-
kennefs,
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kennels; the whole land is defiled with bleod : Prince, and Peo-
ple; Magiftrates and Minifters; grear and (iall, poor and rich:
Wee arcul! defiled with fin,  'Wee may take up the complaint of
the Prophet, /fa. 1. 6. fromthe fole ;frbc foot, even to the head,
there is no foundnefs in it, but wounds and bruifes, and pyrgﬁiﬂ
Jores : they have not been clofed, nor bonnd up,” nor mollified wis
orincnt,

But there are four fins efpecially that threaten evil to us, and
t]hoﬁs are {uch, as do morc immediately concern God and his wor-
{hip.

I !a’a!urry. I Xdolatry,

2 Prophanation of his ordinances
3 Prophanation of his Sabbath.
4 Contempt and abufe of his Minifters.

Any of which are enough to fink a Nation, though guilty of no
more.

2. But fecondly, Addeunto this, The impudency of fin. Sin rTmpudencyof
hath gotten awhares-forehead, without modefly, or reftraint, Men ™
are not afhamed to publifh fin as Sodom, and their iniquities like un-

10 Gomorrab. Not afhamed to (weary todrink,to ;ropham the Sabbath,
20 contemn Ordinances. Many are more afhamed to pray,than others
are to fivear.

3 And thirdly, Adde tothis, The obftinacy of fin. Sin is not , Obltinisy
only univerfal and impudent; but it is grown obstinase, fubbornand oftin,
incorrigible. Infomuch, that neither Mercy, nor judgement;

Word, ner Works; Promifes, nor Threats will bee powerful to
perfivade with men. Then indeed may fin bee faid to bee in-
corrigible, when it is grown too firong for that means God hath fer
#p, to keep it down, \When fin is too ffrong for the ordinances,and
offices God hath fet up for the [uppre[fing and keeping down of fin:
Then it is incorrigible, Jer, 6. ult. The Bellows are burnt. The Pro-
phets lungs confumed.
Befides thele, diverfe others might bee named,
1 Too much flefbly confidence,
2 Our unanfwerable walking to the means and mercies wee

injoy.
1 2 Natural grounds of Fear. 2 Natural
1. The great oppofition of wicked men, and unfound [pivits, againft %rtounds of
the indeavonrs of Reformation. e
Too many there are, who hate to beereformed. Old bottles
will never brook with new Wine. Nor will old hearrs clofe with
a {piritual way.
It is now with us as the Lord complained of Ephraim. Hof,
7. V. When 1would have healed Ilvaely then the sniquity of Ephraim
was difcovered,  All the while before their corruptions did lyea
fleep; they lictle thought there were any fuch fpiritsin them : But
when the Phyfician comes, chen they appear,
Ddda 2 The
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T2 The schtjmes and Divifions amoug ns : which threaten evil up-

2 Grounds of

1From God,

on us, Ifwee had joyned our mueual ftrength agamft the com-
wmon adverfaries, and not turned the heat of contention upon
our felves, wee had not now been fo weak, nor our adverfaries
{o ftrong.

Buc I hope wee fhall bee like fheep, thac though a fair day
hath fcattered us all over che field, one from another; yet a
ftorm will drive us together again; feeing herein our concein-
ments are mutual and reciprocal,

5 1he wilful blindnefs and [ecarity amoig us. That men will
not fee how much their Religion, their Liberties, and Priviledges
are concerned. Or, it they do, yet (with Gallio ) they care for
wone of thefe things. At leaft, nocfo much as to hazard and ad-
venture any thing for the fecuring and upholding of them,

4 Msfng of opportunstics. 0 Jerufalem ! Jerufalem ! Hadjt
thon known, cwen thon, at leafl in this thy day, the 1hings that belong
wnto thy peace L But now they are hed from thie eyes, Luk. 19. 41,
42. There are fome fpecial times when God: doth pue advanta-
gesinto the hands of his people; the lofs whereofis never re-
covered again. "

Itisnot here as with T7des, thatit wee mifs this, wee may
go with che nexe, bucif wee mifs chis, perhaps wee {hall never
have another, ;

And thefe arc the chief grounds of my fear, thatcaufe crofs
thoughtsin mce, and give way to fulpition, that  God will not do
wonders for us. it

Yet to thele let mee adde the grounds of my hope. That
cven at this timey God will dowenders for England.

Now thenthe Arguments that may perfwade wich us, and the
Realons, which may mduce us to beleeve,that God will do wonders,
are thefe five:

1 From God.

1 Suchas are taken from God, and that

Y From the goodnefs of his Natnre, Hee is gracious and merci-
full. Gracious in “himfelf, and exceeding gracious to  his
Saints.

Though wee hive never a Promife for a particular deliverance
at this times yer wee may venture our felves upen the good na-
ture of God, That hee will not deliver us up iuto the hands of cyuel,
mercile[sy and bloady meny who feck onr ruine.

Though our fins bee many, and God might fconrge us {barp-
ly, as wee deferve, yer hee loves his People o well, as not o
put them into the hands of fuch cruel mento bee punithed,

You have fome ground for this fuggeftion in Deat, 32, 27.
When God was highly difpleafed with Jfizel, and  threatned to
deftroy them, yet hee feared the wrath of the eiciny. Hee feared
they would deal too hardly; that they would ceftioy them ra-

they
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ther chan feowmgethem.  Hee knew not how to put them into
their hands, Though 7frael had finned | yet hee was loath to
make ule or {inners to punith fin: e knew the Mercyes of the wick-
ed were cracl inereys.

2 A fecond Argument from God is, Becanfe Gods glory is now
mnch concern’d, It is not alone our good, bue his own glory,
thatis concerned : and hee will have a care of chac, Though
hee will not doit for us, yer hee will do it for Ass own Namzes
ake.
f There ave many things, vhich hee will not do for our fakes-yet
will heetor his own fake, You feein Ezek. 36,32, Not for your
fakes,do I this, 0houfe of Ifracl. Butthough hee wouldnor do
it for their fakes, yerhe would doit, becaufe his glory was con-
cern’d 5 Hee would do it for his own Names fake, you have the
like expreflions, Exod. 32. 12. Dent. 9.28.°1f2. 48. 9, 10, 11.

Though Jfrael had provoked God, yet for his own Glory fake
he would deliver them.

And ifwee do not look with two partiall eyes, Icannot fee,
that Ever the glory of God was more neerly and clofelyconsern'd, in
all the flories, I have read, than it is at this time,

Gods Glory inhis Truth, in his worfhips, in his Saints, in his
Ordinances; they are all neerly concern’d at this Time. I

And how would wicked men triumph, how would our enemys
infule and glory « What pious heartcould indure to hear thofe
Blafphemies, they would caft up againft heaven , and thofe con-
tempts caft upon the Peopleot God.

2. Arguments from the Church. .

2. Thereare fome Arguments taken from the Church of God in Cyrp cge:

encrald, And thac is, that . noal, '

The good of woft of the reformed Charches in the Chriftian world,
doth depend upon the welfare of England, Andin 2 greac meafure,
2pon the good [nccefle of this prefent Parliament. . "

Ifit (hould not go well'wichus, Seotland would be hazarded,

Ireland ruinated, Germanyirrecovered ; And all the reformed
Churcues in the Chriftian world would feel the fmare of ouy
ftripes, ' : _

And therefore, feeing the prefervation. and' deliverance of
England , is ot fuch publick concetnment 4fit may much per-
fwade with us, That God will ‘sather do-a wondsr, tham England fball
not be preferved. - 3 T

3. Arguments frousour felves,

3. There may be fome Arguments taken from our felvessto in-
duce us to hope, that God will do awonder forus, -

1. Though itbee true, wee have many fearful fins and abomi-
nations among us 5 And thofe are publick too; fuch as have over-
fpread the whole land:yet the(e {ins are not nationakthey have not

yet been countenanced by a Law, There 1s prophanation of the Sab-
' bath,

3 Arguments
trom our felves
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bath. But there arc good Lawsagawft it, and for the ftrigt ob-
ferving of it. There hath been Idolatry among us, Buc there
have been Laws againt ity Swearing, yet Laws for the punifhing
of them,

Which aftords mee this comfort: 1. That, though thefe fins
bee inour Nation, and do abound among vs: yet they are not
the Sins ef enr Nation. There have been Laws againft them: and
folong they are not national,

Andit hath been

1. Either the Corruption.
2. Orthe cowardife of owr M‘égrﬂmm,

That fin hath not been punithed. T fay, the corruption of ma-
ny, whohave ftrengthned the hands of evil doers , either con-
niving at themn, fiding with them, or abetting of themin their
way. And fo thofe, who fhould have been the bolts to have
iiepr out fin, have been the Latches to draw in finne, let in
.

Or ic hath been the Comardife of them, that they durft
not appear for the punithing of (inne, Ezek. 22. 30. 7 fuughs
for a man among them, thar [hould make up the hedge, and stand in

\ the gap before mee, for the lands; that [ fhould not defivoy it : 1{ought

for a Phineas,that might ftand up to execute Judgement,and what
was there none ¢ Certainly there were many : but they were Co-
wards and durft not appear againft {in. :

2. Though thefe fins were ina kind Natwnal; as indeed the
Corruption and connivance of them in Authority gives too much
largenefle to them, increafech the latitude of them, makes them
of greater extent and guilt: yetnow wee are abowt reforming
them,

And wee never read, thatever God didyuine a Nation, when a
Natton was in away of reforming.

Indeed, tharwhich comes neereft toit, and that, which is the
faddeft peece inall the Scriptures, is in that example of Fofiab :
Hee fet upon the work of Reformation, yet God held up his pur-
pofe of deftroying that people; Youfhallread it 2 King. 23,26,
27. Notwithfanding the Lord turned not from the fiercencffe of his
great wrath, wherewith his anger was kindled againft Judab, dre.
Notwithftanding all thac  Reformation, as you may fee in thac
Chapter: et the anger of the Lord was not turned back, bur his
hand was firetched ous tilly Firft, to curoff thac godly King, and
afterwards to cut down that ungodly people,

1. But firft I muft tell you, That Gods decrec was then paft a-

ainft thems, And God had pronounced it long before, as you
%ee in his meffage to Hezekiah, 2 King,20.17, and I hope there
is yet #o Decree gone out agamft Exgland.

a2 And fecondly, Though he would not revoke, what lie had

Decreed : yet this good aétof Fofiah procured the Deferring of
Gods
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Gods fedgements, all bis days, 2 King, 22,18, 19,29, But 10 the
King of judaby thes fball yee fuy to him, Behold, Twill gather thee
tothy Fathers, and thow [balt be gatheredto thy grave in peace, and
thine eyes (hall zot fee all the cvill thar 1wl bring npen  this
lace,

So that this is yee ftong. God did never deflroy a Nation
at any time, when his People were abows the Reforming of that
Nation.

And it hath pleafed God ac this time, to fer us up a choice Af-
fembly. An Affembly chofen by Prayer, brought together by Prayer
and held together,  and preferved to this day, by the might of Pray-
cr.
Aund their {pirits have been held up amidft many difficulties and
ftrong oppofitions, to Hazard themfelves, their lives, and eflates,
forthe good of our fonls, our bodyes, nad effates,

And T fay, it was never heard of,nor vead of : Tt is an untracted
cafe, thar God (hould deftroy a Nation wheleft they are fuchywhom
hee bath himfelf fingled ont, and fet up for the Reforming of
a Natioi,

If hee wonld have deftroyed us, hee would never have
been at the pains o Reform us. One cannot ftand with the
other,

3 Athied Argument from onr felves,  And that is taken from
the beginnings of mercy,

You know what our Condition hath been before, the remem-
brance ofitis frefh.  God at thar time did hear the cry of our
fouls, and pictyed usin onr low eftate, and did go forth in the
beginnings of mercy tous,  And may weenot Keafon; if God
would have deffrayed us, he would never have done thus much
for us.

"That which God hath done is an carneft unto as, and an ingage-
ment upon God, To go on ivs the finifhing of what he hath begun todo
[for s already.

Shall wee think, hee hath brought us out of Egype, to deftroy
usinthe Wildernefle 2 Shall wee think, the Sun of Mercy hath
fhined on us, buronly to warm our heads againft a ftorm2(hall wee
think, hee hath exalted us thushigh, that hee might lay us the
lower inthe end 7

Indeed thus God hathdone wich the wicked, But wee ne-
ver read that hee hach fo done with his own people.

Shall wee chink hee hath delivered us from leffer, to referve
us togreater Judgements¢ Freed us from Rods, to whip us
with Scorpions ¢ delivered us from lefler evils, to ruine usae
once ¢ this cannot bee I think, though the appearances were grea-

ter againft us than they are,
Thus God may do with wicked men; but thus God  did never

dowith his own,
A

—
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A tourch Argument taken from our felves,to induce us toHope,
that God will do awonder for us, is, There isa ftock of Prayers
going out, and laid up for the good ot this Church and Nation.

Many Prayers have been made.  And I tell you, all the pray-
ing fpitits in the World are now at work for England. Who hatha
tongue yand doth not fpeak 2 who hath a hand,and doth not ftretch
itouts and Itell you, this is (omething confiderable.

If the Prayer of one Mofes could do fo much; whae will
the prayers of fo many thoulinds 2 What ? hath God heard
England for Scotland 2 and England for Ireland: and will hee not
hear England fox it felf ¢ that weye ftrange, Shall they fave all
others, bue their own fouls 2

Indeed wee fometimes read, that praying fpirits could not pre-
vail to fave others : but yetthey faved their own fouls. As God
faids Though Noah, Danicl, and Jobwere in Jerufalem, they fhontd
not deliver Son nor Danghter s they [bould only bee delivered them-
[felves, Ezck. 14. 20, But wee never read, thac chey fhould pre-
vail to faveorhers, and yer not bee able to fave their own fouls.
Will God then hear us tor others, not for our felves 2 would a
friend grant you arequelt for anothier 2 and deny the fame to your
felf 2 Nocertainly. Nor will God.

A fitth Argument is;  7his hath been a time, wherein God hath
drawn out the Graces of his Peoples which perhaps had they been
fu pxreﬂ and not dilcovered, wee had been in no hazard.,

nd do you think that God will drawout the graces of his
People, for the deftruction of his people « Indeed nothing is
more ordinary, than to draw out the fins and cowruptions of
wicked men, for their own ruine, to bee Cart-ropes to binde
themfelves. Butwee never heard God did draw out the graces
of his people for their ruine. Wee read, hee hath hardened
wicked men to deftrutiong ‘but never made the heare
tender, fenfible to deftruétion. Men have perifhed by their
fear, deferting the caufe of God ¢ but never any who perifhed
by tneir courage and ftanding to ir,

Did Efther Jofe any thing by her Obedience ¢ did Dawiel 2 did
the three Children ¢ Tt brought them into the fire, buc preferved
them inthe fire : nothing was confumed but cheir bands: not
one hair was finged, Though God do draw out the fins ot wick-
ed men; to their deftruction, as Pharaoh, Haman, ¢c. yet hee ne-
ver araws out the graces of his People to thew deftruction,

I Gy nomore but this.  If* God fhonld not  preferve ws; if hee
fhould not do a wender for ws ar this time, it is an witratted pecce of
Providence 3 wee have not a prefident of the like, fince God had
a Church: Hee dotin with us fo, as hee never did with any of his
people fince the beginning of the World.

4. Arguments from our cnemics.

4 Thefourth head of Arguments is taken froms onr cnemies:

which



which may induce us to Hope, that God will do a wonder for us,
Conlfider then,

1 Their former wickedpefs, which fhall hunt them, and finde
them ouc.

2 Their prefent finfulnefs, fuchas thefe

1. Their Pride.

. Their Prophanenefs. -
3« Their fcorn and comempt of God and his wayes,

4. Their szf?'.

5. Their Blafphewies and Bloody. hell-born-0athes.

All which induce mee to hope, That God will never give a
blefling to the nieans, nor yet to the men. They have buc efcap-
ed the hand of mun, that they may fall into tﬁe hand of God:
The Juftice of men, thacthe Juftice of God, who is a punifher
of fin,a confuming fire, might at once bee revenged ot them.
But I fhallonly give you two things to confider of. Confider then

Y The Perfons againft whom they are.
2 The Perfons, who are againft us.

X The Perfons againft whoms they fet themfelves. And thacis,
againft his Church, his People, his Saints, his Mourners, his
Sighers, his Prayers, his Membets, his Treafures, his Jewels:
Such as are as dear to him as the apple of his eye : fuch as hee
hath (aid, hee will givemen for, and people for sheir life. -- Yea,
and therefore are they enemies to thefe, becaufe tliey are friends
to God; becaufe they run not out with them in the fame excefs
of Riot, asthe Apoftle faith, ' 2. :

2, Look npon the perfons who are againft us. 'They are fuch as
aredeclared to bee Papifts, Acheifts, fcorners and contemners of
God and his waies: fuch as are proud, prophane, cruel, and
bloody-minded-men: haters of God, bla(phemers of his Name,
by new and hel-born oathes; fuch as have made themfelves ob-
noxious to the ftroak of Juftice. Many of whom have -efcazed
the hand of man, that they may, I hope, fall into the hand of
God, and the juftice of man, that the juftice of God migh dif-
cover them, and finde them out, who will bee a fad avenger of
thele things, 3

Thus doth the wickednefs of the ehemy fpeak deliverance to
the Church of God: when the Devil drives his fervants fo furi.
oufly, itisafign they will quickly bee at their journies end,
VVKen Satansrage is violent, itisnot long; Rew. 12, 13, Woe bee
to the Inhabitants of the Earth (that is, to the wicked, and the
ungodly.) But rejoyce yee Heavens: (thatis; yee Saints and People of
God) why ¢ For the Devil is come down, having great whath, Buc
can this bee a mateer of rejoycing ¢ Yea faith the Text, Becanfe
hee hath but a fhort time. VVhenthe Devil comes down with
great wrath, it prognofticates his time is not long, VVhen men
are grown fo hellifh in their malice; their oathes and Blafphe-
' Ece mies;;

his Church and People. o 38%
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'-Ml'ﬁ.k_ts, that tl;cy are become mrldb}'mrrin_g and abomination to mien :
T hen will God certataly eafe himfelfy and wnburdes a Nation of  them.
You have fomething to this, 2 71 3. 8, g. when their wicked-
nefs, ot whom the Apome I'pe:ihs tllel'c, was abhorred of all men,
Then (faath hee) they fhalt proveed no further, .

Object, But youwill sell meey that this will not bee enongh to per-
wade with us, 1hat God wtll do awonder for ws: For wee [omectimes
ready that God harh grven wp the godly into the bauds of wicked
meny o bee punifhed: as you read ordinarely in Scripture.  And
Hubakkuk complasns of the likey Hab, 1,17, Thou are of purer
cyes, than to behold cvil , and canft not look en iniquity
Wherelore lookeft thou upon them that deal weachesoutly, and
holdeft thy rongue, when the wicked devourcth the man,thae
is more righteous than himielf

Anfr. Itis ue,  God hath fometimes given up a people to
others, who lave been greater finners than chenfelves, Hee
hath given up onc wicked Nation,to another that was more wick-
ed than they, Butwee do not read that God hach given up the
good of oneto the cvil and wicked of the [ame Nation.  Bue
then _ :

1 VVhen God hath dope thisg it hach been, when hee was
Nighly difpleafed with his people, after hee bagh fent Prophets
to warn them, to humble and. reform them; and yet they
wonld continue obitinate in their evil wayes, and would -not
beereformed - a5 hee tells us ac Lyge, 3 (hron, 36, 15, 16.

3 VVhen God hath done this; it hach been, when his pwn
people have been fo involved, and imwrapped with them, that
there was no feparating berween them, And thus oftentimes
the Saints may becinvolved inthe fame genexal calamities with
the bad, becaufe of that politick union and ¢onjunction that is
between the. Members ofa ftate and Common-wealth, So in a
Common-wealth univerfally finful, .¢ few righgeous men may
asparts of that finful fociety, bee jultly (ubject co thole tempora-
vy evils, which the fins of that fociety have contacted wpon
them. : .

4 VVhen Godhath done this, it hath been, when: his own

eople have had communion with che fins of chem, with whom
they live. VVhen there is a communionwith the evill of fin,
wee muft look for a communion with: the evil of punifinent,
Qnenels of fin brings Onenels of {ufferings. But none of thele
are our cales For -

.1 VVee are not to bee delivered up to another Nation; buc to
thofe, whe are Vipers inour own: and the good to the bad.

-2 Thoughwee were involved together; yet they have fepara-
ted themfelves fromusy which it it had not been done, wee
might fulpe, that fuch Fona’s would raile {torms.

Indeed,  the way for wicked men tq bee preferved, is, to 1130dy

them-
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themielves with the Sains,is to abide by themswhiles the V Vheag
and fares grew together, the Tares were preferved. The Tares
had not been preferved, if they had not been in thie feld with
the Wheat: But being there, God would not pluck up the
Tare., left the Wteat alfo hould bee deftroyed. But when
the Wheatis gathered ny or if the Tares fhall feparate them-
felves from the Wheat, bundle themf(elves together againft the
Saimts @ itis the ready way to cheir owndeftruction, thatis the
way to have nomercy; when God may deal tvith chem (ingle,and
there bee none with them to bear off the blow:
r4., Gods People have not communion with them in their
ins. .

1. They donot spprove of them in their Fudgements,

2. Theydonot confent to them in their wills, s

3. Theydo not ack them in their lives,  Thisis to have Commu-

nion,

No, but further,

1. They are grieved with them; as Lot was , his fosl was griened
with the fins of Sodom.

2, They are grieved for them not only with them,but for them,
They are marter of cheir mourning. Thus David fhed rivers a{
tears, becaufe she wicked kept not Gods law, Exzek. 9.4, A mark
was to bee tet on the forehcads of themn, who were Sighers and
monrners for the fins of Jerufalem, ( | _

3. Theyare not only grieved with, andgrieved fory but they Pray
down, Preach down, monrn down, live dopn, the fins of this finful
Common-wealth; which may bee an argument ta us, that God
will preferve us from that overflowing fcoprge,that devouring de-
luge, which he may bting upon wicked men: :

5. Argliment, ;

5. The fifth Argument.to indncé ns to hope, thae God will
niow Hoa wonder for us, is taken fram the Confideration of thefe
great things, which God hath promifed te do for his Church and
Leopley in this latter end of the werld, . _

. Indeed God hath done much for his People in all ages of
the Worldy you may fee his Wonders.upon record; Bue all thele
-ave nothing in compatifon of thoi'e, which hee hath .ingaged him-
{elf to do tor them hereatter. WY, e s

The World isthe ftage, en which God will aét.all his Won-
dersy and it camot bee long before this frame bee , diffolved,
and this ftage bee takendown. If Saint Fohns time were the laft
hou,{urely ours are the laft minute. : §oL

But yer God will not take down the ftage, till all hath
been adted, which hee hath ingaged himfelt to do. for his
Church, ; _

Now I {vys God kath ingaged himfelf to defiroy that man of figwe ¢
to make his Church glorions. ‘

Ecea 'f{eadl‘
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Read ac your leafure ; how much God hath promifed to d
tor his Church, in Ifa. 60, throughout, Glorions Promifes, which
though they had a gradual accomplifhment in the firft Preachin
of the Gofpel, yet not fo fully as the Words there hold our,
swhich yet muft bee made good, and thereforeitis yet to be ex-

redted.

! Hitherto the Church hath been buried up under reproach,
fcorn, and gerfccution: hicherto fufferings, Prifons, Fires, ftakes,
they have been the Portion of the Church.

As yety(though we have had our Lucidaintervalla, our Refpites,
and Breathings) The Church of God hath been, like Noabs Ask,
toffing, and flutuating upon the Billows, and devouring waves
of troubles and Perfecutions. And the Saints under the Altar,
the bloodof 1he fm'», crysy How long Lord, holy and true | though
they fay, How long, yet they [ay, Holy and true: They give God
the glory of his truth and lailhtulncl‘[! . Though hee defer the
accomphifhment, of what he hath promifed, yet hee istrue of his
promife. ;

And hath God ingaged himfelf to make his Charches gloriont,
and that before the end of all things? And is the day foneer to an
End? Andis God fuithfull, is hee true of his Premife 2 why this
may fomething perfwade with us, that notwithftanding the pre-
fent oppofitions, and troubles, God is now comming in with mercy
and deliverance 10 his Church and Peple.

And God hath not left us without home-hopes, that the work
is begun -- That mighty Spirit of Prayer , which God hath poured
out upon his Peoples That sncreafe of light and knowledge, the weak-
wing of the man of finne, inthole rwo Limbs, whereon hee hath
ftood fo ftrongly : Germany and Spain : that numerous increafe of
converss, within thefe few years :  All which are fore-running figns
of the Rifing Conditson of the Church. God doth not ufe to beget
Children tothe Murderers; nox toincreafe the number of his People,
to farten the fivord of the enemy.

Indeed,when God hath intended to bring judgements upon a
People, Hee hath taken his People away: hee hath leffened the num-
ber, as hee tells us Ifs, 57. 1. Hee takes them away from the evil to
come : but hee never increafeth them againft judgements. As the
leflening prefageth judgement : fo, when he increafeth them, it is
a prefage of mcrci(. '

Every one, thac is new brought in, every Convert we have,
is a- Pledge to this Nation, that God will nor deffroy this Nati-
on. Nay, it is an evidence, shat God will do great things for
. . :

A&, 7,17, Tis faid, when the time of Promife drew nigh, the
people grew and malsiplyed in Egypt. Their growing was a ﬁqgn of
thélr rifing: their increate difcovered the promifed mercy was ot

© far off.

And
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And chefe are the hopeful figns, that the day of the Churches
yedemption draws nigh 5 and is even at the doors, As Chrift (aid of
the fig-tree, when you fee the Fig-tree bud, and put forth her leaves
knaw that Swmmer 15 sigh 3 So when you fee thefe things, you
may know , that the Churches Redemption is atband, God issifen
upon his throne,and will not fic down (if ouf fins do not make him
repent) till hee havemade his Church glorious in theearth,

And now having told you my thoughts, and chat which per-
fwades with me to_hape, that God will do a wonder for us , yet Tmuft
tell you again (that you may not bee difcouraged with the fad
appearance of things) that wee may fuffer many throws, man
pangs, much oppofition, and perhaps fome &loud, before thele
things., God will fave us Froms trouble, by trouble : He will bring
us through a Sea, and through the wildernefle unto Canaan.Yet
1 will fay as Fofbuab did, Numb, 14. 8. 1f the Lord hath any delighs
in s, hee will bring wsinto thés Land,

‘God feldome doth great chings, without great commotions.
Pauland Silas were not delivered out of Prifon, but by an Earth-
-quake. ~Though it bee grievous to fee, yetit is that wee fear.

d wee muft not forfake agood caufe, becaufe of oppofition:
This weve to leap, out of the [hip, becaufe the winds blow : 3o bee
:}n{}};ic;: of the Ark, becanfe the billows rife : to feck onr [afesy in the
‘emafi- of Danger.

This aﬂ'urgyour felves: Though Earth and hell fhould fight
againft you: your fafety lyes on Gods fide, in Gods caufe: and
there is no fafety elfewhere,

. Thefe things 1 fuggeft to you,by way of Cautional advife : that
when you fee thele thinfs.you may not be troubled.  As Chrift
faid vohis Difciples, Thefe things I tell yon before , that when they
o come to paffesyour bearss may mos bee troubled: So thele things
1 tell you before, that, though God will deliver us from trouble,
yer it will bee bytroable : thoughhee fave us, yetit fhall beeb
fire : that, whenyou fee thefe things you may not bee troubled,
when you fee ftorps to fall, oppolitions and troubles to arife,
you may not bee moved from your own ﬁed{kﬁaeﬁ. - )

I tell you, this is neceffary advice, a{eafonable admonition to
you : left the oppofitions and feeming contrarictics of Gods pro-
ceedings fiould weaken your faith, and move youfrom your own
fredfaftnefle, - :

The beftof nsare tooapt #e live by fenfe, and not by faithy by
works, and notbythe Wordy by Gods eutward appearances ; and pro-
ceedings of Providence, and not by Promifes. And therefore out
Faith, doth wane, orincreafeaccording as God dothlet out, or
reftraip himfelfin the ways of his Providence, when God doth
let out himfelf to fuccour and releeve his Church; when wee
fee deliverance in the Promife, and deliverance in his Ou;wal;d‘
proceedings too ; then weecan believe ¢ bur, if God do ity

Wiy
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way reftrain himfelf, or his ontward Procecdings do feem o
walk contrary to bisown Promiles: Though perllaps that bee
the nextway for the performance of his Promiles.  As you fee
itwaswith gfcfpb, wich Ifracl in Egyps, where the Promife {pake
one thing; and Gods outward proceedings feemed to {peak ano-
ther.
In this cafe wee are ready to give up all; and thug did Dawid -
I fhall one cime or other perith by the hand of sanf; and therefore
wee fhould learn this leflonin fome kinde, to fhut our eyes to
the works of God, and look upon the Word of God: Not
only to look upon the outward proceedings of Providence: bug
upon the ftability and truth of the Promite: and fee the Woid
fay Yea, when the Works feemto {1y Nay: and conclude, be-
caufe the Promife faith, it fhall bee; though all fecondary
meags, whereby the Promile fhould bee performed, fay; Ir fhail
wot bee.

VVee read that #liffes; when hee was to pafs the Coaft of
the Syrens, hee caufed his men to ftop their ears, that they might
not bec inchanted by their mufick, to deftroy themfelves : guc
for himfelf, hee would only bee bound to the Maft, that though
hee fhould hear, yet their mufick might not bee fo ftrong as to
allure him o deftroy himfelt, and leapinto the Sea. X
 There are fome of Gods people who are weakin Faith : And
vehen they fee Gods outward proceedings of Providence feem-
ingly contrary to his Promifes; they are apt to bee charmed from
their own Qtedfaftnels, Nowas for thefe, it were good for
themn toftop their cars,and to fhuc their eyes co the works, and
fook altogether uponthie VVord of God: Bur there are fome
thar are ftrenger, and thetefore may look upon the ottward pro-
ceedings of God - But withall let them binde themfelves faft ro
the Maft, the VVord of God; left, when they fee the feemin;
contrariety of his proceedings to the Promife; they bee ch::rmeg
t{rorjn their own ftedfaftnefs , to the wounding of their own
ouls.
God hath prowifed; that Amichrift (hall fall : Hee tath pro-
mifed 1o make his (hurch glorious. And though in otieward pro-
ceedings hee fhould feem to uphold the one, and evil intreac the
other; yer let not this weaken our Faith, inbeleeving the truth
of what God hath promifed.

Ifyou put a ftreight ftick into the water, yet fenfe will render
it tabee crooked; it willappear fo to the eye: buc reafon cor-
te&sit, and tells you, though it appeat to bee fo; yetitis not
{oy you puticinftreigh, and fo icis, ,

Doth reafon prevail againft fenfe 2 and why fhould not Faith
revail againft Reafon¢ when to outward appearance , God
eems to bee againft us, why fhould not wee by Faith canclude,

that God ig for us ¢ even for us, when hee (eems to bee againft

us g The
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Th e outward face of things may bee fuch as may poffefle the
Church with fear, when God hatha purpofe to do great chings
for his Church. Soyoureadin Foel 2, 23, Fear not, 0 Layd;
bee glad, and vejoyce, for the Lovd will do great things for yoy, It was
atime of Joy, erelpect of Gods purpofe; and yeca time of fear,
inrefpect of their prefent apprehenfions,  God had a purpofe to,
do great things for them, and yer the face and ontward appearance
of things were fuch, as did at thae time poffelle the Church with
fear, It was fo; but it fhould not have been fo,

You fec what Chyift faith, in Luk. 21,25, There fbatl bee figns
an the Sun, inthe (Afoon, inthe Stars; and upon the carth diffreffe of
Nations; the Sceand Waters roaring, mens hearts failing them for
fear, a nd for looking afier the things that fhall come wpon the Earth,
for the Powers of Heaven [hall bee ﬁm.{-w. Could there L ee a fad-
der appearance < And yer faith Chrift, when thefe things begin to
come 1o pafs, then look up, and lift kp your heads; for your vedemption
draweth nigh,

Here you fee Chrift doth turn the faddeft and foreft perplexi-
ties, that ever the world fhall fee, into a Doétrinof Comfort. to
his Church; becaufe all thele things were but a_preparatory to
the redemption of the Church, 1« .« : B

One would think this ta bee a frange confequent deduced from
fuchan Antecedent: A Confequent fo comfortable, from an Any
tecedent fo cerrible: that fo terriblea Docétrin fhould afford,us
an ufe of Confolatios, Yet foitis, Becthe premifes what the
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willy che conclufion is good. Bee his 'Providences whac they will; ™

his Promilc is good; and thofe promifes fhall torn all thofe Pro-
vidences to good, : S
And this 1s the admonition I give you, that whatever oppofi-
tions, whatever troubles, whatever evils wee meet withall inche
way of deliverance; Bee not troubled, let not yaur hearts bee
difcouraged : for this is the- way whereby God will do you gapds
making all your evil and trouble fubfervient to good, Rl
VVhat the Apoftle faith of his Bonds, I may fay ofall oppo-
fitions, Phils1. 12, The things which have happenced to mee, have
fallen out toshe furtherance of :i: Gofpel. His prilon was the Gol-
els liberty; his ftraics and bonds, the Gofpels inlargement; his
abafements, the Golpels advancements. e
As wee {ay, the choiceft bleflinigs come ont of the fire of affti-
&ions: fothe greateft deliverances come out of the greateft op-
pofitions. And thus much for that. - : e
VVee will now come to Applications :

Ufes
Tirft of Information, and that of diverfe parti_cuiam.

1 Icinforins ws of the gremnefs of owr God, .
10,

1 Informi-
tion tonchjng
the grestnefs of

Gods
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1 His Powsr:

a2 His Wi~
dome.

3 Gods Mereys

4 Gods Trweh,

1, Of bis Power.

2. Of his Wifdeme.

3. Of his Mercy.

4+ Of his faithfulnefs, Loward his people.

For all thefe Attributes are vifibly declared in every wonder
God doth for his Church.

1 God difcovers the greatne(s of his Power in every wonder
hee doth for them, Ifaman were able to doit, it were no won-
der. Hence hee is f2id ro make bare his arm, to reveal his Power.
And it is ateributed to his right hand, to his out-ftretched
arm, &¢,

2. Goddifcovers the greatnefs of his Wifdomse.

1. Wifdome sn the Manner, Invclieving in fuch away as could
not bee conceived.

2, Wifdome inthe Time, Inhelping in fuch a time, when things
are defperate; or in fuch a time, whenhee gets himfelf moft glo-
vy, and doth us moft good.

3+ Wifdome in the means, by relieving of us.

L. By fuch means as wee never thought of, or

2. By fuch, as if wee had thought ofi would have been judged too
[mall to have wrough fo great a deliverance.

3. 07 by fuch, wfin’; wee fhould rather hawve judged a means of yuine,
than of raifing ws: yet Gods wifdome feeth more than wee
can -

3. God difcovers abundance of <Mercys yea and Free (sercy.
Every deliverance of his Church being wrought out of his own
bowels and compaffion, Pfal. 136.(whichisa Plalm of praifes for
wonders,) You fee at the foot of every verle, adeclaration of
Metcy -- Hee brought his People ont of EEYDE; for his Mercy indureth

for ever, Hee divided the Red-Seas for his Mercy indureth ” for ever.

Hee overthrew Pharaoh and his Hoits for his sercy indureth for ever.

4. God difcovers his Truth -and Faithfulnc(s to his Charch. God
hath ingaged himfelf by many precious promifes to do wonders
for them, And all che deliverances of God, they are perfor-
mances of promifes. They may beeall fubfcribed ac the foot of
the promife, as fo many particular inftances and experiences to
prove the truth of the promife, and to difcover the faithfulnefs of
the Promifer tous. They are fo many witneffes to both.
the mouth of two or three wisne(Jes every word fhall bee eflablsfhed, fait
the Apoftle. Itistrue, itis fpoken of the word ot man, not of
the Word of God. Godis Truthit felf. You mnay beleeve him with-
out awitnefs. But yet God hath not left himfelf without witnefs; As
the Apoftle faith. Nor hath God left any word without wit-
wefs. :

{'I here is never a truth, never a promife in the Word, but ic
hath been made good by a thoufand experiences ; wee have a

Book of Experiences, to annex to she book of Promifes, of the
many
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many wonders, which God hath in all ages wrought for his
peo&wle: all which doth difcover the faithfulnefle and truth of
‘God, and the Promifc tous,

2. Information. Thismay inforinus of the bleffed and happy
Condition uf the Saints, who have interelt in fuch a Gods as can
do wonders for them : Propriety in all-fufficiency doth make the
injoyer happy.  And what ableffed Condition is this, to have
intereft in fuch a God, who can do wonders, for the relieving
of us.

Though your troubles may bee too big for man, yet not for
God; your miferies and extremities may bee above the fup-
ply of creatures - but they cannot bee above the Power of Gods
Hee cando wonders - hee can do chac, which man “cannot
do.

Though you have noordinary means of help, yet you have
intereftana Gody, whocando extraordinary things: yea, and Ex-
traordinary things in an ordinary way : nay , by Ordinary means,
it hee underrake the work., T may fay concerning fuch, as the
Plalmift -- Blefied arethe people that arein fuch a cafz. Bleffed ate
the people, whofe God fs the Lord, P fal, 144. 15.

3. Information. Thismayinformus, How precions the Saints
areinthe efteemof God, what lyve hee bears to his Chureh , that hee
will dowonders for them. Wonders for their prefervation from
trouble, and wonders for their deliverance out of trouble.

Men may do {imaller curcefies for ordinary and common friends:
and they may give their dole to them, they do not care for. But,if
they Wiﬁ layout the utmost of their power, of their frength, and
effates,to hold up, or to do good to,0r te relseve oveswe muft needs con-
clude, they love fuch intirely.

Gods Dole, his common Eleﬁings of this life, will not bee e- Rexhonores
nough to evidence his love : Hee caufeth his Sunnetofbine, and §8° comia
his rain 10 fall upon the Good and bad promifcuonfly. But when God nis Sences
doth exercife the greatnefs of his Power , 'Wildome, Truth,

Mercy, as he doth in the wonders hee doth for his Church: this
is anevident fign of that love he bears thereto,

Wicked men may bee fubjeéts on whom he doth exercife the
Wonders of his Juftice, and of his Power. As Pbaraoh. Butthe
Saints are they, for whom hee doth exercife the wonders of
his mercy, in mercy. Gods wonders are for the good,or for tlm
in agood way.

4. Information. "This may inform us, chac the Condition of the 4 taformasio:
Chaurch is oftentimes, wery [ady wery dark, very cvil: becanfe 2 won-
der muft bee exprefled for relieving of them, -
Ordinary reliefs may help ordinary diftempers. But when extra-
?\:dinary muft bee ufed; it declares the conditions are exceeding
ad. '

The very doing of a wonder for relief, implyes a condition to

bc '

t Iidemation

3 Information



396

¥ Information
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bee fuch, as is beyond the helps and {uccours of humane and cre-
ated Power. If men could help, it means could relieve, it were
no wonder to help, Therefore this implies, that the Condition aof
the Church, intefpet of things below; may be oftentimes very [ad
wery miferable; yet -

5. Thisinforms us again, that the Conditions of Gods Peo-
plesCome newver 1o bee [o [ad and uncomfortable, as thereby to de(pair
of help and relief - feeing wee have a God who doth wonders for
us. Ow Condition is not fo low, but a Wondermay raife us up
again,

gW ce may bee hopelefs and helplefs in refpect of Creature {up-

plyes and relicts : but wee can never be Hopelefs, never help-
le[s in refpect of Godss; when Creature-helps fail, God doth
but turn us from fenfe, to Faith, fromreafoning, to  belceving,
from Creaturcs, tohimfelf.  Heebids us {hut our eyes | to tlic
things below, and look altogether above , as Fehafbaphar did -«
Lordy wee know not what to doy but onr eyes are up unto thee. And
David 100, when hee inconraged bimfelf in the Lord his Ged. Tn
the moft hopel=fe condition thereisa door of hope: becaufe
deliverance is neereft, when help feemes furtheft off.

And Oh ! that wee could learn, at fuchatime as chis, 10 live
by Faith, and notby fenfe 5 tofbwt onr cyes to works, and look np-
on the word of God: “we (hould thenbee ftrong in God,, and find
inc.uragement from him, witen we fee nothing, but difcourage-
ments from helow, . '

Wed are tooapt to live by fenfe, and not by faiths and therefore
accordingly as God doth let out, or reftrain himfelf] in che
wayes of his providence; fo our faith doth wane, or in-
creafe.

We are too like Hagar, when the Bottle is dry, fic down,
and Cry. Whereas, on the Contrary; wee fhould trutt in
God.

. In the weaknefs %f means. Though there bee weaknefs bes
low,there’s ftrength 2 ove,weaknefs and ftrength are all one with
God. Na

2. In :L{e want of means. 'Though means bee wanting , yet
God can create means: nay, do his work without means.
Nay

3}. 1 the oppofition of means.  When the Word faith, 7ea;
though works fay, Nay: whenthe Promife fith, 1t jhall b,
Though all Secondary means, whereby this Promile fhou!d bee
effected, faith, 11 fhall not bee : yer arewee to reft upon God, and
the Promife. _ s

God doth often (peak one thing to fenle ; and another thing
to Faith. Heeis not ever that in dppearance, which hee is in
Truth. Heemay [peak deathto fenle, as you fee hee did to
the Children of Ifracl, at the Red fea., Had they conﬁx!t_c;f

with




_ bis Chyrch and Y’eople._ 397

with fen fe and Reafon, they could fee nothing; but death : when
yet hee fpeaks life and deliverance to faith. As you fee ¢a10-
fes faith -~ Fear ye not : [Land flill, and f: the [alvation of the Lord,
God may, in outward appearance fpeak evill, when yet, in the
purpofes of his heart, he {peaks good.

s God may feemto heal, when he means to deftroy : to (peak
Peace in his Providence, when hee fpeaks terror in his word: fo
God may feem to kill; when he intends tocure - to deftroy, when
heeintends to fave, Jer. 29, 11.-- 1 kuow the thoughts, "1 have
thought toward you, faith the Lord, the thoughts of Peace , and not of
trowble : evento give yowadefired end.  Though my proceedings
fem to bee evil , yet my thoughts are good 5 though my wayes
are war, yet my purpofes are peace, to give you at the lalt, anex-

petted end. )
6. Information. 'Thismayinform us, That there is noground 6 Informarion

for wicked mien, to i}flﬁdt andglory, in cny probable advantages, which
they may have againft the Churchand People of God 5 God canwork
wonders for his Church and People.

You fee in the verfe before the Text, the Egyptians had many
advantages againft the People of God: and they promifed *o
them(elves certainand infallible fuccefs. They faid , they wonld
== Purfue, they would overtake, they would dividethe fpoil’y their
Lngl‘ (bonld bee fasisfied on them, @c. But God fhews'a Wonder,
and layes all their Pride, and all their hopes in the dvft; what
beganin pride, did end in fhame. . _

t was the beft fpeech, that Ahab ever fpake; when Benhadad
made {uch a vainboatt, that the duft of Samaxia fhould not ferve for
handfuls of themn, who followed him. -- 2 ell hims, ( faith Ahab ) Les
not him that givdeth on his harnefs, boaft himfelf; as hee that put-
seth it off . -- God fhewsa wonder, and all is curned about, 1 King.
z0. 11. And forward Bembadad , and his thircy ewo Kings, who
came to help him, fled before the face of feven shoufand of 1fraci,
- as there } ou may rgim_cli‘. . ;
- 7. Information. This may inform us, What ingagements of dn- 5 tnfarmation
ty and dbedience do lye upon fuch a People; for ml':onlg G‘gd fhalt da{;m- 7t
ders.
1 What ingagements of Love, Love is the Loadftone to beget
Love. And God having expreft hislove to us, how fhould chis
ingage us tolove himagain. e ‘

a. What ingagements of thankfulnels, Plal. 111, 4. Hee bath
done his wandci?ﬂrdi works to be remscmbred,  Asif hee had faid. This
is the end, did thefe wondrous works for,that you fliould remems
ber them. If you would not hiave remembred them, I would not
have done them.

Itis the fpeech of Senccs.  Thisis the rule of good turns, thae Hxceltlex
the giver muft foon forget hee gave: but the receiver muft gever bencficiorum;
torger, he hathreceived,

Ttf 2 Indeed
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Indeed God hath done wonders for this Nationsmany wonders,
whe gin hee hath ¢vpreft his Wifdome, his Power, his mercy, his
Juftice; And yet God hath forgoteen he hath givens hegoes cn
as treely in mercy, as if every mercy were the firft mercy he hath

beftowed. _
But have not we forgotten that we have received ¢ if fo, God

will Remember, that he hath given,

God doth remember hee hath given, when his People forger
they have reccived. As you fee hee did to David : 1 have donc
this and thiss and if that had been too littles 1 wonld have given thee
fuch and fuch things more : (o upbraiding himwith his forgecfull-
nefle,
1t you would not have God remember againft you, what he
hath given : do you then remember what you have received from
God. This will quicken you to thankfulnefs,

8. Information, 1f God dowonders /‘er bis Church; then let this
difcover unto us, What ground, and what inconragenvent shers is for
ws at this time, .

1. Totraffin Gods

2. To {my to him,

3. Fo hope in him.

4. Towait wpon him, that he would do wonders for us.You
have incouragements, -

1 From the experience of God:hie hath done wonders,read the 78,
Pfalm, and the gthof Nehemiabiand you fhall fee a litcle Chronicle
ot the great Wonders, which God hath done for his Church and
People. And thisis a mighty incouragement, the experience of
what God hath done tor his People heretofore,

As wee may (ay of the Expericnce of Gods Fudgements on the
wicked, Lege exemplum, ne exemplum fias : vead the example,
left thou thy felf bee made an Example : read the example of
Sodom, of Pharaoh, of Ferufalem. All thefe were fecup, 10 de-
ter you from their fins: As the judgements of God upon the wicked
men, are {et down to deter us from fin: fothe mercyes and de-
liverances of the Church are recorded, Ta incourage us to beleew,
to truft in him ,in the like difficultics.

Can our condition bee fadder than 7fraels was ac che Red-feae
than Dawidswas ¢ than Fehofhaphats ¢ than the Churches in Ha-
mans time 2 And God did then deliver them, that wee might be
Incouragedtotraft in himy in the like flraits and difficulties,

And as wee have incouragement from the experience of Gods
wonderfull deliverance of others - fo we have incouragement from
the wonderful deliverance of our felves, ’

Revolve in your thoughts thofe great deliverances in Esghry-
_Bight,in the Powder-Treafon: and that late deliverance which fwal-
lows up all the relt : whenthe Heavens wereblack , the ( louds were

gathered, and threatned to come down in a florm of blowd : when 1wo
Armiics
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Armies were in the field, and yeady to make our Land an dccldema
a field of blond; yet how wondertully God did then ftep in, to com-
pofe che differences, and to fertle a peace, when there was no-
thing but expectacions of war and ruine ¢

This our God hath done, and befides this many frefh and la-
ter experiences of his goodneffe:  All which fhould now come in
to incourage us to beleeve, and truft in the fame God, to do great
things for us,

Indeed, wee oughetotruft God, thoughwee had never tryed
him; though wee had never experience from him. But when hee
helps our Faith, by forimer experiences; this fhould ftrengthen
(f)ur (;:onﬁdencc, and make us to go unto God, astoa tryed
riend.

Were wee but well read in the ftory of our lives, wee might
havea Bible of our own, drawn out of the experiences of Gods
dealings with our felves; and wee fhould bee able to fay in any
difficulty and diftvefle; 1dare truit Godin this difficultys 1dare
wentwre on him in this prefent diftrefle. 1 have tryed him, and have
found him trae, hee never failed mee, oAnd becaufe hee hath been m
belp, sherefore under the [badow of his wings will I rejoyces as faith
the Prophet.

2. A fecond incouragement is, Fromthe Power of God, Hee can
do wonders. Hee not only hath, but hee can do wonders ftill. --
The Arm of the Lord is not fhortned, that bee cannot fave. What hee

hath done, hee can do, Hee s ftill as wife, as powerful, as faith-.

ful, as merciful as ever hee was.  There is no fhadow of change
inhim, Thereis nothing above hisskill, nor above his power, if
not above your Faith to beleeve, .

Itis our fin only, which hinders the current of Mercy, thac
ftops the fiream of Mercy : our unbeleef, our neglect of duty,
our unthankfulnes, our pride, &c. Let us remove thefe, and

Mercy comes amain, You have a full place for it, Fudg. 10. 10,

11,12,13,14,15, 16, ¢ You fee there, that God had often-
times delivered them; hee had wrought many wdnders for them,
as hee tells them there.  And they were now again ina new di-
ftrefle, and therefore cry to God,  But God tells them they had:
walked unworthy of former deliverances, and therefore hee
would deliver them no more ; whereupon they go and confefle
their fins before God, they humble themfelves, and reform their
evil wayes. And (faith the Text) &is foulwas then grieved for the
mifery of I(tael, -- God delivers them,

Well. this may bee our condition. God hath wrought many
deliverances for us : weeare now in new ftraits; but wee have
walked unworthy, and our {ins may ftand asan obftacle to hinder
Gods proceedings of mercy. Letusnow then humble our felves,
and reform, and God will bee grieved for our mifery, as hee was

for theirs,
3. A

2. Tncouruge.
ment,
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"3 A third incouragement that wee have to thete duties, is,
from the confideration of Gods love ro his Church, and many
precious ingagements to thew in promifes. The Churchis dear to
him; weeare his Spoufe, his Members, fuch as hee dyed for,
&c -

Wee are his,

1. By Choice,

2. By Purchafe.

3¢ By Gift.

4. By Cevenant.

And being his, hee will do great things for us alfo.

Gods love tohis Church is that, into which wee may refolve
all the mercies hee doth for his Church; andis the only ground
ot our Taithand hope, to expect mercies from him. Icis the Sea,
the fpring. Well then, having fo ftrong incouragements to
thele duties, I would now have fpent alitele time to have preffed
thefe dutieson you; but I forbear,

9, Informavon,  This may inform us, whacis the rcalon thae
God ﬁa/ﬁrs wicked men to conceive, andto batch mifchief againfl the
Church : Nay,and tobring up their defignes taripenefs, that they are
ready for execution s why God doth not disturb them all their way. Here
is the Reafon.  Becaufe hee can do wonders, Though hee let chem
go on, yet they can never get the advantage of God, nor can they
make it paft Gods help. Itisbut fhewing a wonder at laff, and all
a5 dafle,

!\fen, when they fee anadverfary, whom they can eafily Ma-
fter, when they pleafe, they will lecthem go on, counfel, ad-
vife, lay their heads and power together, and feem to take nono-
tice of them,  They know, the further they let then go, the ful-
ler and compleater will bee their overthrow atlaft.

So doth God here, Hee {uffers wicked mento goon, butis,
becaufe hee knoweth hee can overtake them, though they think
they have got the ftart, before they come to the goal, or get
the prize,

When men fee, there would bee fome hazard ac Laft, when
they had brought their defign toripenels, or did fear, that the
adverfary would bee too firong for them: thenthey will labour
to hinder the beginnings and gatherings; they will indeavour ro
crufh the birth of their counfels, or they will fec themfelves a-
gainft their power, as foon as they can, Xnd this is the wifeft way
:unong men.,

But now God, hee canlet them go on; hee canlet them bring
cheir defignes to ripenefle; they can never fivell fobig, as to bee
too great for his power toconquer them; can never make their
defign fo ftrong, as to nen-plus his wifdome, and skill to help.

And therefore hee will let themgo on, becaufe hee can dafh
them in their Man-hood, as well as in ctheir infancy, in their
firength,
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ftrength, as well as in their weaknefle, It is but fhewinga wonder,
and all is done. ;

And this was the Reafon why God fuffered the five Kings of
Canaan to lay all their firength rogether, that they might bee able
to do that joyntly, which they were never able to do fingly. Yetic
is fiid, -- The Lord hardencd their hearts to joyn sogether, to come a-
gainft Irael, Though they thought by this means to overthrow
Ifrael : yet Gods end was to make the quicker difpacch, the ful-
ler overthrow of them.

And therefore hee let Pbaraoh alfo to goon, did not ftop him
in his preparations, nor hinder him in his fetting forth, but lec
him follow them to the utmoft. God knew hee could have
him ac the laft; hee could fhew a wonder, and break all in
peeces.

The like of Haman., God could, if hee would, have dafhe his
bloody counfel in the beginning; hee could have fet the King a-
gainft it, But hee lets him go on, and bring his defign toripenefle;
and then declares a wonder, and ruines him and his counfel
too.

And this is the reafon why God fuffers wicked men to go on,
gather themfelves together, bring their defigns to the utmoft:
Becaufe hee can break them in the end, as well as in the beginning,
Itis buc doing 2 wonder ac laft, which is familiar with God; and
all is broken in peeces. And therefore Melancthon faith, Non e
jndicandum de operibus des ante quartum actum,

2, lfe.

Lec it bee an #fe of cantional Advife to wicked men. Let them , g icfor
beware of defigning or attempting any thing againft the Church Caution tod
and People of God, feeing they have fuch 2 one on cheir fide, “icktde
as can, and will do Wonders tor the relieving of them.

It was a truth, which Zerdfh Hamans wite told him, Efher 6.

17. -- If Mordecai bee of the feed of 1he Fews, before whom thes
baft begun to fulls thou [balt nat prewail againft bim, but [balt farely
fall before him. Xtleemsitwasa known truth of thofe dayes, e-
venamong Heathens, that there fhould bee no power, nor coun-
fel againft the Church of God. God would do wonders for
them,

Gods people are dear to God; they ave all the riches hee hatlt
inthe World : Hee callsthem (02 &is Inheritance, his Portion, his
Fewels, his Treafure. Heehatha greatdeal of lamber in the world
befides: but thefeare his Jewelsonly; and it coft him dear to
make them Jewels.  Trwas noleffer than the price of his own
blood. As the Apoftle faith -~ You were not redecmed with filver and
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, 1 Pet. 1. 19, Gods peo-

ple are all the Zncome Chrift had for his blood and fufferings : 1;111
that
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that Chrift defired: all that God promifed; and all he enjoys.  As
you fee, la. 53. 11, 120 Hee fball fee of the travel of bis Soul and
fhall be fasisfied, &reo
And do you think then, thacGod will not preferve kis Peo-
ple yes certainly, and will not ftand to dowonders to preferve
them, Affurc your felves, Godwill never defert his caufc, his
Church, his People; when things are brought up to their ripe-
nefle, that God is, asit were, drawn out to difcover to the
world, in what caufe hee will ftand , for what perfons hee will
fight: Then he will declare it to the comfort of his Saints, and
to the coft of all thole, who are enemies to the Church of
God.
God hath promiled, That hee will never leave ns, nor forfake ws:
Hee hath faid -- Hee will bee with us, as hee was with Fofeph | in
Prifon, And thac not onely as a Spe@ator, but as an Actor: not
as one to look on, and take notice onely - buc as one co relieve
and helpus,  His power fhal) bee withus, his Witdome wich us,
&c.
And as hee is with his Church: fo ishec againft the Exe-
mies of it. His Power is againft them, betore whom ad the Na-
tions of the Earth arcbys asthe drop of a bucket - And his wif-
dome againft them; his juftice and truth againft them. And Woe
bee to them whom God is againt. Thou maicft fland our a-
gainft the power of men: but not of God, if he once prove chine -
nemy. .

H)c,-e hath arod of Tron, a Scepter of power, anarm of ftrength
tocrufh in peeces all his adverfarics.  And cherefore as Pilares
Wife faid to her Husband = --* Hawe nething 10 do with that jaft
man: fol fay o you, Have nothing 1o do, Ly way of offence, agans.t
the Church, and Pegple of Geds you will but rume your felves, in
feeking their ruine. Gods Churchisborhtoo heavy , and to0 hot for
ous lee them both,Zach. 13, 3. There God taich of his Church,
That hee would make it a burthenfome flone : who ever lifteth atufhall
bee craflt in peeces, thongh all the Nations of theworld be guthered
toge ther aganft her, yet all will be to no purpole.

Tor God will make his Church aburdenfome ftone,thac who-
foever lifteth at her fhall be crufhed in pecces. Hee doth not fay,
whoever lifeth it up, for that cannot bees butswhocver lifterh as 1,
wheewer feeks to burt it, [hall crufh themfelves, Thew very attempe
fhall bee their deftruction.

Haman lifted folong ac this ftone, that it fell on him at laft, and
crulbed him to peeces.

Pharach followed the Children of :’ﬁwz‘ fo long, thar there
was no return at the laft : he was buricd in the warers,

Fulian actempted evil againft the Church fo long, tillae laft
God from heaven fruck him, flew him. The Church, God makes

too heavy for hisenemies, and too hot too. As you fee in the
6, verle
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é. verfe of chat x2th Chaprer of Zach, 1n that day will 1 make the
Governonrs of Judab, like an hearth of fire among the wosd , and

like a torch of firein a [beaf : and they [hall a’cw:% the people ronnd
i

about. }
All'the encounters of wicked menagainft tife Church, is but

like a fheaf of firaw encountring witha torch of fire, that burns
themfelves.

Whiles the iron isin its own nature you may handle it, and
deal withit; butif once the nature of Pire be put to it, then
ware your fingers, if youprove fobold and hardy as to touch
it,

Wee fay, He that fhootsin a peece overcharged ftiikes down
himfelf, not that heeaimed at. There was never man, who le-
velled peece againft the Church, bue hee fhoots in a peece over-
charged, and fhall be fureat laft o be firuck down with its own
recoils

They thall buc liy foares, to take themfelves; dig graves to
bury themfelvesin, makerods for their own backs, and pave
away for their own deftru@tionatlaft, 1fa. 54. 15, 16,17, Be-
hold, tke enemy [hall gather bimfelf; but without mee: whofoewer hall
gasher himfelf 1nthee againff thee o fhall fall,  Behold, I have cre-
ated the Smith, that bloweth the coalsinthe fire, and bim that bring-
eth forth annftrument for his work, and1 have created the deftroy-
ersodeflroy. No weapon made againft thee [hall profper : every fongue
that fball vife against thee in judgement, [halt thou condemn. This is
the heritage of the Lovds [ervants, &re. )

God will work wonders tor the deliverance of his Church; and
for the deftruction of the wicked at laft, Let thisbee for ciution
therefore to the wicked perfecutors, :

3. Ilﬁ'-.

Lec this bee for incouragement of Gods People, in thel€ 3 uleofra:
Times of danger and trouble. ~ Thoughour condition bee very fad {Ur8emers
L ' . . the People
ac this tme, Our enemics {trong, we weak s they full of rage and o5 God.
bitternels againftus - yer there is no caufe ot fears, nor of difcou-
ragement. : : :
1 There isnocaufe s fmr, (ecing wee have a God on ofir fide,
and firch 2 God, as is able to do wonders for us. You may fec God
againft all the ftrength, and provifions of the Arm of flefh.: ...
Thus you {ee ‘David did, Plal.'20,7.Some truft in Chariors and
fome in Horfes: but we will remember the name of the. Lord our God.
He fet God againft all. C :
Alas ! what are Caftles and Forts 2 what are multitudes of
men ¢ what areriches ¢ whatis Provifion of horle 7 the pfalmift
tells you, Pfal. 33 17. A Horfeis bus s vainthing to fave s many
Ifs. 31, 3. Their Horfes arc flefh,and not Spirss. --- Proy, e1.73%:
Ggg ” The
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The Horfe is prepared againft the day of baseel o bur [afery is of the
Bord.
All this, and whatever anadverlary may have to glory in S
isbut anarm of fleh: but you have a God, and a God that cando
wondets for you, 2 will beaft in God (faith the Prophet ) all she duy
long. '
Give not way then to finkingsof Spirit : you have no caufe
of fears, if you look above, as well as below: if you converfe
with Heavenas well as with Earth, Indeed, if wee look below,
God for therelief of (the weakneffe of onr Faith) hath furred up
the hearts of our worthys and People to afford fo willing a con-
currence in the fervice of the King and Kingdome ac this cime.
But thisis notour ftrength, Lookabove, and you havea God,
who can, who will do wonders for you,

Fear is utterly unbefceming

1 A Chriftian, who is the [ouldier of Chrift
2 Religion, which is the Canfe of Chrift.

1 It is unbefittinga Chriftian. Forthe Righteoss fhonld be bold
as & Lyon. Let the finners in Zion be afrasd: not you, who have fo
greara God as can do wonders for you,

Lutheys {pirit doth well befic a Chriftian (elpecially in thefe
days) who, whenhee was diffwaded from going to Wormes;
(about fome extraordinary bufinefle of the Church) becaufe of
fome Plats laid againft hims hemakes veply -- Vocatus ingred;.
ar, etfi [cirem sos cfSe Diabolos Wormatie, quot funt tegula in adium
tectise I amcalledtoit, and tbm]gb every tile in the City were a de-
wil, Iwould go. This was Refolution and courage f:eﬁtting 2
Chriftian, who is a fouldier of Chrift, And

2 Fear is unbefeeming Religion s which is the caule of Chrift.
A good caunfe fhould have a good courage. It was the fpeech of
Luther vo AMelancthon, whowas an holy, though a fearful man,
when Melawcthon had difcovered his fears tohim. -- Jf our canfe
be not goud, lct us defift, and leaveits Ifit bee good; let us go on
cowragronfly : Chrifts caufe, and a Cowards heart are i cou-

pled together.,
Gods People are tooapt to this: And therefore doth Chrift

fteel the heart of his Difciples againft it. -- Fear not lutle flock.
Thougha listle flock: yetthereisno caule to fear, having fo
ftrong a Shepheard. -- And, fear not worm Facob, thougha worm
and weak, apt to bee trod upon: yet fear not. Ifa, ?r. 13, 14, -
Iwill helpthee, faiththe Lord y thy Redeomer s the boly-one ;f d}f-
rael, -- And, Who art shou, that are afraid of a man, that fball dye,
and forgess the Lord, thymaker: Arguing, if they had not forgot-
ten God, they would not have feared man. '
¢ VVhat though they bee carried on with all head-ftrong vi-
olence, to feek our ruine ¢ what though cheir purpofes be cruel
God can, i

I Calm
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X Calm them, [lill them, ashce did the Sea. Peace aiid bee flik;
as he did Efun, when he came againft Facob.

2 Stop themin their way.  Hee, that Sets bounds tothe Sea,
and fanth hitherto fhalt thow come , and here Jhals thou flop thy proyd
waves: canfec them ac a tull frand. )

So you fee hee did Serachersb. - 1will put my bridle into bis
lips, and my hook tnto his nofe. And 1will bring thee back the fame way
thou cameft, &re. 2 Ring. 19. 23,

3+ Hec can turn them, and change thar hearts: ashee did Pauls,
when heewent out breathing  threatnings, and flaughter againft
the Church of Chrift, 4. 9.

4+ Heccan over-turn them, over-power them, evenwherein they
deal proudly he will be above them, Exod. 18, 11. bring down
the noife of ftrangers, as the heat ina diy place,even the heat with
the fhadow ofa clond, &e. Ifay 25.5.

2 Asthereisno canfe of fear, fothereis much leffe any canfe of
difconragement, in thefe days of evil, God can do wonders,

You fhall never know what God cando, nor what God will do,
till you ftand in need : God loves to appear in time of extremity s
he loves to put forth himfelf in defperate cafes,

Asthe fhipmans ftar never appears, but before death : fo Gods
Power never difcovers it felf, ill a diffolution and death of fecon-
dary means. ; .

When wee have the fentence of death paffed upon us; in
refpect of created helps and means: thenis Gods time, ro ftep in,
torecover and relieve us. _ '

You fee chisin the Apoftle, 2 Cor.1.9. We received the fentence
of death in our felves, that we might not truft in onr Jelwes, but in Gody
who m:ﬁ'hﬁ the dead.

VVee fhould not know, what God cando, if it did not ap-
pear,what man cannot dogwe fhould not know the power of God,
if we did not fee the weaknefle of man. K

It was Bernards rapture upon the meditation of <A dams {in.-
Felix culpa! que talem mersis redemprorem ! Happy -fanlt | which
occafioncd us fuch a Redeemer ! 1may better fay,” Happy neceffiey ¢
which occafioned the reliefs, of [uch a God, which ingageth Godto belp
us, and relicve us,

Wereit not tor the greacnefle of our mifery, wee fhould not
have experiences of Gods mercy. And how many would fay, E
would not lofe the Experiences of Gods goodnefle, in fuch
a fad condition I was in, for a thoufand worlds ¢ 1 would rather
go threugh a thoufand ifuch fad " conditions, thanwant onc of.
thofe experiences of his mercy in it e v

Acthefe times you (hall have Experience of Gods Power, wif
dome,mercy, faithfulne(s, more thanall your life, All which are
drawnout to help in need. C i

As I never knew confident ftrengthto profper, fo I never mal?,
o Ggg 2 0
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of tufting weaknefle to mifcarry. It you perule the word, you
fhall otten read, that Gods people have mifcarryed in the
ftrength of means , but never read, they mifcarried in weakneffe,
And the Reafon is, becaufe they crufted God in the one, and
were {¢lf-confident in the ocher,

This is our fpiric, when means are weak and wanting, then wee
flye to Gods buc when means are firong to bring purpofes to
pafle, wee are apt to reft upon them.

You feeic was fowith Afa: Once hee was weak, and then hee
trufted: another time hee was ftrong, and then hee was felf confi-
dent. And the iffue in the one, was, -- hee profpered; in the other --
hee mifcarried. Weak means were fuccefstul, becaufe the ftrong
God was in them; his Faith brought God into them : and ftrong
means were unfruitful, becaufe hee made God of them, hee
trufted in them.

As God thinks him(elf negle&ted, when wee will not truft in
him, in the prefence of means: fo hee thinks his power difpara-
ged, when weewill not truft in him, in the abfence of means,
Not to truft in God in ftrength of means, is to neglect God. Not
to truftin him in weaknefle of means, is to limic God.

God loves then to appear, when none elfe will, when none elfe
aan, I was the Argument which Davidhad, Pfal. 22,11, -- Bee
not far from mee, for trouble iz near; for there is none to help.  This
was that whereby hee would ingage God to help : becaufe there
was nonc elfe to help him. ; :

Asitwas faid of the Redemption of the Church from (in: fo
it may bee faid of her deliverance from trouble. -- When hee looks
abows, and [ees no man, then his righs hand [ball bring falvatien.
Hee will do 4 wonder to fave you.

Though there bee Mountains of Oppofitions in the way, yec hee
canincounter with thems and there are four wayes God deals with
Mountains, with firong Oppafitions.

Y. Heccither melts the Mosntains, hee diflolves them as water,
1a.64. 3. -- When thow didft terrible things, which wee looked
Aot for; thow cam’jtdown, and the Mountains melicd at thy prefence, -~
In the former verle, they trembled at his prefence, hee unbearted
them, took away their courage: and here they fowed down at hu

efence. ot flowed up; or grew ftronger: buc flowed down, were
tnelted and diffolved at his prefeace;hee took away their ftrength.
Or

2. Hee layes themimo plains. That is, Hee makes thole Moun-
tains, which were before unpaffable for greatnefs, now to bee e 0p-
pofition at all, in the wayes of his people: Hee levels and laies e-
venthe heart s of the enemies, that theyfhall not bee any hinde-
rance to the pafTage of his people. And thus, Zach. 4. 7. -- Whe
art thou, 0 Frm Manntain, before Zerubbabel ? thow [balt bee &
plain, Ox .

‘ 3. Hee
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3. Hee thrafheth the Mounsains: Hee deftroyes thofe, who ftand
to oppofe Gods Church and People. So Zou have it, 1fa, 41. 14,
15.-- Fear not, then Worm Jacoby I will dp thee, ﬁmb the Lord
thy Redcemer. Why, how will hee help? -~ Behold, 1 wik
make thee a fharp Iron inftrument with teeth; andthoy fhalt thrab the
Mountains, and beat them fmall, and make the Hills as chaff; " and
the wind [ball carry thew away, and the whirlewind hall [catter them :
Andthoy [halt rejoyce in the Lord, and glory inthe holy one of 1(-
racl. -- Pharaoh was fuch a Mountain, and fuch anone was Sena-
cheriby but hee thrathed them both,

4. Hee psfleth over them. Hee fteps over the head of all Op-
pofitions, whichare inthe way to the deliverance of his Churcﬂ,
Cant. 2. 8. Chriftis there defcribed to -- come leaping over the
Mountains, and :k:}éﬁng overthe Hills, Andashee did, when hee
came to deliver his People from fin, fo heedoth often, when hee
comes toredeem his Church from trouble, -- Hee comes skipping
over the Monntains, paffech over the head of all oppofition, when
hee comes to deliver them. '

And therefore trouble not {our felves for the greamefTe of Op-
pofition : Though there fhould bee never (o many Mountains of
Oppofition, yet God canmelt them, or hee can level chem, or
thrafh them, or skip over them. And one way or other God
will do, for the deliverance of his Church, :

Wee look and pray for this lat. That God would overlookall
Oppofitions, and come and help us.

4. Ufe.

Is God able to do wonders for his peoElc ¢ then if wee have +.We. T¢
been a people, whom God hath wrought wonders for: fuch fe¢b.
things as none but God alone could work: as indeed hee hath:’
1et us hereby bee taught three leffons. .
1, Of Thankfalnefs.
2. Of Obedience.
3. Of Dependence, _
1. Here isa leffon of thankfulnefs to bee learned, Wee, even r.Thankfuls
wee ftand before God this day, the fubjeéts of abundance of mer~ 2l
cies. Many mercies God hath beftowed on us, and long conti-
nued tous: Many evils hee hath kept from us, and many evils
hee hath freed usfrom, Wee ftand before God this day, ke
brands of many glorivus deliverances, which God hath wrought for
us, Wee havereceived more mercy, and have had experience of
more goodnefle, preventing, delivering mercy, within chefe three
years, than others have had in three Generations.
God hath difcovered the wonders of his wifdome, the wonders
of his power, the wonders ofhismercy and love, in many a glori.
ous deliverance, which hee hath wroughe for us, And how ought
' wee
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1, A leffon of

Obediegce.

wee to bee carryed out with prailes under the injoyments of fo
many mercies ¢ how (hould our {ouls, being warmed witli the fenfe
and confideration of thefe mercies, burft torth intoa flame of prai-
fes to God ¢

But alas ! Itiswich us, aswith the Children of Ifrael. Wee
are very folicitous wanters, but wee ase forgettul injoyers, And
chat which (hould bee a means of drawing us nearer to God, isa
means of furcher diftance from him,

I mufttell you, thac your unthankfulnefs under all chefe re-
ceitsof mercy, is a great and a provoking fin, and might jultly
make a ftop of Iercy now.

X. It is an inhumane finy againft the wery principles of Humanity.
Abeattly fin, nay, worle, for the 0xe knows his owner, and the Affe
his Mafters erib. Its adevilifh fin,

2. It 55 a finning fin: aproduéive finya womb of fin + it brings
forcth many more fins,

- 3. 1t 15 the abufe of 4 good Ged. Who canleaft of allindure to
bee abufed in his mercies,

4 Itisthe graveof Mercy, Whereall Gods mercies are bury-
ed and loft;, a very land of torgetfulneffe,

5. 1t ds the deflruction of mercy, Hol. 2. 8, 9. -= Shee knew that I
gave her Corne, and Wine, and 01l, and that 1 multiplyed her filwer
andgold, &c. Therefore well 1 returns and take away my Corn inthe
feafon thereaf, and my Wine insts feafou, and 1 will recover my
Wool, and my Flax. -

That which gives birth to mercy, is Prayer; and tha which
gives breath to mercy is, Thankfulnefle, Mercy is bur fhore brea-
thed, fhort lived, when men are unthankful » Unthankfulnefle
cuts the throat of Mercies. Unthunktul perfons are never long
injoyers of mercies. L .

2. Learn a Lefon of Obedsence. Let the Mercy of God quicken
you to dutK. Look upon every mercy asa further ingagement to
you to walk more holily and more ¢xactly with God.

As all the fpiritual mercies of God, Election, Redemption, Fufti-

fication, Sanclification, promifes of Glorification, were all beftowed

. as ingagements to Obedience : So all the temporal mercies allo,

30 A leffon of
Dejendunce.

I Sam, 12,24, Therefore fear the Lordy and ferve bim in truth,
with all your heanss, and confider swhat greas things hee hath done for
you.
* ‘When mercies are {purs to duties, when mercies make the
lealt addition to graces, God is well pleafed with the beftowing
of mercy; and wuere God fees fuch ground, hee delightsto fow
the {eed of mercy. ; s ’

3. Learn alfJon of Dependence upon Ged, 1tisa fhame chat wee
fhould bee afrelh to feek in every new difhculty Irwas that which
God blamed the Children of «frael for: That nonvithﬁ;mdmg

the great gnd wonderful works, hee had done in their fight an
eyess
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eyes; yét they did diftruft him, allwas not enough towork up
their hearts tobeleeve God, and truftin him. And David blames

them for the fame, Pfal, 78, 19,20, -- They [pake againft Gody can

God furnifh a Table inthe wilderne[s¢ Indeed hte fmose the Rock, thas

the waters gufhed out, and the fireams overflowed : But - cam hee
give bread alfo? Can hee rfro-w’ e flefb for hispeople¢ One would
think thisa fenfelefle reafoning,  But Unbeleef is a fenfelefle
fin. One would think that they did fufficiently anfwer themfelves,
Thac what went before, had been anfwer fufficient to what fol-
lowed after. The fame power was required for the doing of the
one, that was for the other; -and when they had feen the power
of God to work the greater, ‘twas fttange they fhould doubt of
the leffe, but here is the bafenefle of our fpirit; Though God have
givenus never fo many experiences: yet wee are {gill to feekin
every new act of dependence on him. And without further grace
wee cannot do it,

Wee think, when wee arein firaits and difficulties, if God
would but help us through this ftrait, if hee would but relieve us
inthis difficulty; wee fhould never diftruft God, whilft vvee lived;
wee fhould depend onhim in the faddeft conditions, whiles wee
have a being. :

But thefe are but our prefent thoughts, and withour future
affiftances and fupplies, wee are asfar to feek in another, as wee
were inthe fisft,

Well, My Brethren: God hath wrought many great things
for us: every oneof them fhould bee a Life-mercy, a flanding-
mercy, 2 mercytobee (et up to incourage s to dependan him for
ever : Mercies, that weethould live on in ftrairs, and feed upon
in difficulties; mercies that fhould bee for ftore to feed upon for
along time, :

You have an expreffion, Pfal, 74, 14.-- ZThou brakest the head
a{ the Lewiathan in peeces, and gaveft him to bee meat to thy people in
the Wildernefs, - By Leviathanis meant Pharaoh : and God gave
him to bee meat toiis people in the wilderneffe. That is, Hee
wrought that deliverarice for them, before they entred intothe
wilderneffe, that this might bee meat for them to feed upon, and
ftrengthen their Faith in dependence upon God in the wilder-
nefle, where they were puc to ity by fo many difficulties, This
mercy wastobee a ftanding-dith, not for ameal only, but for
ftore: meac laid in to feed on, to ftrengthen their depen-
dence, ;
Taith is called Feeding, Fobn 6. And the experience of Gods
goodnefle is Pabulym Fidei : the meat of Faith, Thatmercy is
never well digefted, thatis not fed upon, Hee that doth not feed
upon a mercy, gets no nourifhment by a mercy, no good. You
take the Name of God in vain(thatis, his works, hisexperiences,

which are parc of his Name) you take them in vain: All this is
bur
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Duttood calt away upon you, if thereby you are not ftrengehned
for the Fuller dependgnce upon God,

And now u‘}y brethren, wee have had many Glovious experien-
ces of Gods goodnefsto us : and all thefe are meat to feed “upon.
You are now in new ftraits and difficulties : bring out your ftand-
ing-dihes, the former mercyes and experiences to feec upon;
to refrefh your Faith, to inable you to depend upon God
afrefh. :

Hee thatis not a good Trealurer, agood Storer of mercys,
hee is never out of ftraits; Leeis ftill to feek in every dif-
ficulty, and gone in every new ftrait - whereas hee who laies up
Expericnces, and can make ufe of them, feed wpon them ; hee
fhall be inabled thereby to depend upon God in any ftraicand dit-
ficuley whatloever.

"Thus you fee David -- God delivered me out of the Paw of the Ly-
ory diid Gt c}f the paw of the Bear : and hee will deliver mee out of
the hand of this Philiftim. David teedsonthe Lyon-- And, -- be-
canfe he bath been my helper > sherefore under the fhadew of bis wings
will 1 rejoyce. :

Now, inthe pafling of this duty of dependence upon you,
I find two things to Dee great enemies to it, which be you a-
ware of. ,

1. Beware of Obliterating the Notions of God.
2. Beware of burying the rememibrance of his works,

1. Beware :{f Obliterating the Nosions of God. Had Mofes feen
God, and had the fame Notions and apprehenfions of God at the
Rock,that he had ar the Red {ea,which was a far greater difficulty,
then to fetch water out of therock: he could have trufted in God
for that,aswell as for the former, But thofe thoughs and concep-
tions of God, were, fonthe prefent darkened,and over-fhadowed
with Pafliony and therefore hec could not truft God then.

So, if Davidhad had the fune apprehenfions of God, when he
counterfeited himfelf Mad,for fear of 4bimelech,the King of Garky
or when he was purfued by Sas/, and burft forch into thele words:-
7 [hall one day perifh by the hand of Saul;which he had at other times,
as when he aith,P(.279. 1,2,3. --The Lord is my light,and my falva-
tion,whom [hall I fear <the Lord is the flrength oﬁw}r life:af whom fhall
1be afraid? when the wicked mine encmiesyand my focs came npon me,
10 cat up my flefb, they fumbled and fell.  Though an boft “pirched
againft mee, my heart [hould not bec afraid : though war bee raifed
againft mee, In thiswill 1 be confident.  Ovwhen hee faith,to San/
concerning Goliah. - God, that delivercd mee out of the Paw of the
Lyon, ¢re, bee will deliver mee from this uncorcumeifed Philiftim,
Orwhen hee faith, -- God is our hope and frength, a belp in trou-
ble ready tobee found s therefore will notwee fear though the Earth
bee moved, though the monntains. bee hurled into the depth of the
Sea : Hee would not have fo fainted in thefe like,or lefle exigen-
ces. So,
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So, had «Abraham had the fame apprehenfions of God, when
hee feigned his wife to bee his Sifter, which hee had; when God'
made him the Promife of 2 Sonney or when hée went to facri-
fice his Son - hee could have tiufted 2iid dependedon God in
this c-feaswell as in the former: this difficuley being far fhort of
the ot her. .-

50, did Gods people fee God atall times , as they do at fome
times, they would then beablé to depend on God,and wrugt in him,

in any cales though never {o difficule : but if they lofe the aps

prehenfions and conceptionsof Gods and {uffer Paffion and fear,
torafe up a cloud to overfhadow and darken cheir underftandings;
they (hall never bee able to beleeve and depend upon Godin any
difliculey : and therefore fir@t hold up the Notions of God, of his
power,wifdom,mercy, and the like, .

2 <Beware of burying the yemembrance of his former works, Pfal,

738. 6, 7. They were commanded to rell the wondrous works of
God 1o their children, that she generations 10 come might {et their
hope in God, and not forges the works dof God. Intimat_inf that the
beft way tokeep up their hopeand dependance onGod, was to
hold up the remembrance of what hee had done, Hee, that for-
gets the one, will not be able to do the other.
- And therefore you fee it fet down as a realon of the Difciples
ditrutt. -- Their hearts were hardned. They forgas the miracles of
the Loaves, Mark. 6,52, Intimating, that if they had remembred
that,they k:ad not now been to feck in this prefent difficulty.

And indeed the want of the remembrance of former mercies
dotacauleus to dilruft,and hinders us in our dependence onGod
for prefencand future fheaits: whereas on the contrary 3 hold-
ing up the remembrance of former, will inable us to hold out in
prefenc and fature diftreffes, '

You cannot think his arm s fhortned : you cannot think God
canvot: nor cdn you think God will not : thac he hath helped be-
fore yand will help vio more: for merey is tyedso the Charch by cove-
nant,

Wicked men may injoy amercy today : but they can have no
affurance to have another to morrow : becaufe mercy is not tied
to thém by. Promife, or by Covenanr. But now mercy is tyed
to-the Church by Covenant, by Promife. Hee hathtyed his
mercy to us by his Truth, Plal, 25, -- o4/l his ways dre mercy and
truth, not only mercy,but truth,

All God doth is but Performance of Promifes  wee hold his
mercy by Tenor of truth, and may ch:tllen%c mercy by vertye
of his tuth, And therefore David conld fay, Phal, 23. 6. -
Jurely mercy and goodnefs [fball follow mee all the days of my
life,
fWicked men cannot, butthe Saints may fay , Mercy [ball fol-

low mee all the daysof mylife, Not in this, or that particular,
yef ) Hhh P but
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‘g{,mpﬂﬁ Sk Prov_ideﬂcen as the water followed the
dliildren of ifrael, the rock followed them,x Cor. xo. 4. from ane
ftation toanother,as long as they wandred in that dry and chirfty

wildernels,
5. Ufe,

- Doth God dowonders for bis Church ¢ Then it is goodbcing onthe
Churches fide. Theyhavea God with them, that can do won-
ders for themgwhat though our enemys have skill,power, {trengch,
and multitude; yet we havea God,who s ftronger,than the {tron-

éft, wifer then the wifeft; who can over-power, and overplot qur
énemys;who alone can do wanders fer us,

'As Plutarch (aid of the Scyshiansy that though they had na mufick,
sor wines : yet r)':? had Gods among them. So whatever is want-
ing t0ap wrlc° if they have God with them, there isa plentifull
fupply ofall, You may fec God againftall, and hee can weigh
down all advantages.

* When Charls the Fifts Em{)eror of Germany, fent his Herald
with challenge again Francis the Firft, King of France; Hee com-
manded the Heraldto proclaim him with all his Ticles, Styling
him, -- .Enycmr of Germany, King of Caftile, King of Aragon, of
Naples, and of Scicile, _

Francss commanded his Herald to proclaim as often King ¢f
Frances asthe other had titles of honor by all his Countries, Tm-
plying, that France alone was more worth, than all the Countrys,
the other had.

~ So,when our adverfaries doglory in their ftrength, in their skill,
intheir power, and multicudes: lerus oppofe God againft them,
whom they oppofe; and there is enough to weigh down whar ever
advantage the arm of fleth can have againft us; we. havea God
with us, whiles wee are with him, with his caufe, with his truth:
And hee can do wonders for us.

6. uf,

Doth God do wonders for bis Churcht Then let us fall down and 4-
dore this Gody who can do wonders forus. -- Who would not fear
thee @ King of Nations! faith the Propher,Fer.10,7.

It was the peech of an Heathen King, when hee had feen the
Wonders thatGad had done < -~ Let allwses fear and tremble before
the God of Dafiiela an, 6, 26, _, : A '

When Chrifthidd done thas greac wottder in galining theTage
of thefea, the Text tels us, -~ They all fell down at the feet of Fefus,
gml worfhipped hins. Gods wonders  for usycall out for onr Worfhip of

inie

Lall down then, at the feet of this God, and Wworfbip him,
' Fal
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Fall down at the teet othis Pawer, and. dread iti-r,; 5 .
Fall down at the fect of his catercy;, and adoredry b
Fall down at the teet of his Wifdome, and admire ip A TRREPET

Admiration 5s [utable to Wonders, i L5 s s

Y is faid -- Heefball bee admired in his Sainss. Whenwicked men

tremble, do you fall down and admire, and bleffe:that: Gody.ac

dorethat God, who alone doth wonders, - ... . oo

. . Al o g ,:_.,izi' L
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Doth God do wonders for his Church¢ andare, wee now, iga
fad condition¢ A people that fhall bee made a wonder; unlefe
‘God do a wonder for us ¥ Oh ! then letus carry-our felves jn fuch
a deportment and demeanour,'as is futable to fuch, who ‘aré gx-
pedtants that God fhould do wonders for us. . Oh ! that wee could
put our felves ina pofture fit for mercy and deliverance ! - S¢¢-
1ng you look for a mew Heaven, anda new Earth, wherein dwelieth
Righteoufnefs (faith the Apoftle) what manner of perfons _m:ff:t you
taiuf S, fecing you look, you expect that God fhould do wonders for
you: -Oh! What manner ;f perfons-onght you o beeiiny Holinefstof
Life! how holy, bow humble; how [piritual pughs you sobee.in oll man-
#er of converfation ] Oh! take heed,of finping.in the face, of 3}
cy,inthe face of deliverance. Lye noty fivear not,&e. - It yvas,
2 fad aggravationof Ifracls fin; They provoked Godi atithe Red-§ea,
tven at tf: Red-Sea; itis doubled, to pyt a greacgy Emphafis opy
if, Pfalxob.g, Ll oy
N [ﬁ[is nothing but our fins, which hindets the cyrrent and krepm
of Mercy : if thefe were: removed, mercy, would come, ajmain.
Whereas on the contrary, fin will not . only makg.gury. but éven,
the good purpofes of God to become aboriive tausy 17 e
" Youfetjrin Fer. 18. 9,10, At what thme. 7 ball fpeak, copeerping
a Nation, or 4 Kingdome, tabusld and (o plaps it : Jf_p'_.t\go evil inymy
ﬁgﬁr, that it obey not miy voice : Then1will repent af the wood wherdy
with 1 [aid, 1would benefit-them, | ., .. e Ty
_ Many buds, and many bloffomis of fupure deliygrance have ap,
peared. Oh ! ic were 1 fad ching if ouc fins (hould _b;;}tall_;b‘ejg,
and rob usof the fruit of our hopes, of our prayers’ and, teags,
Our fins -pur obftrudtions:to all Gods. proveedings of Mer-

€Ye : widi B e e et R L G B N
Yﬁﬁd thereforé ‘you fee; when the Temple was to bee bujty
and: greac things were to bee done for them: The.: Prophgty;by
way of neceffary preparagiony exhorts the - people . 1o jepeny
tance, to caft away their fins; Hagy;1..6. knpwing this, that
though God had. beguuy yet if they c@nunsl;d:sff:be.;t; s, .(lmy
would quickly make 2 ftop., 0f Godsmarcys, Godswanld, {00 185
pent of his mercy ro themy; . :

s NP L PRI [P Lo I 4 1
.. God had ];.gonght_)ﬁqe{é;:_;hohﬁ Egypb; and brought thtn}.’gﬂw
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Canaan; yet their- fins comming betwixe them and Capaan, curn-
cd them back again into the Wilderneffe, and there they walk in
a Round forty years, before they could finde admiffion imco
Canman, M e gl

God is gonie but before us, triumphing in the greatnefle of' his
frenigehs prepatinga way, hewing down difficulties, levelling
mountains,turning all our oppofitions into gbod. But if you dd not
leave your fins, you ‘will make God quickly to leave you, fo to
work your own confufion, : _

+  Wellthen, Youare all expe@tants of Mercy; let every one
6y ou labour to puc himfelfintoa poftute fit to receive mercy:
Liévevery one walk and demean himfelf, as (uchas looks for great
thibgs from God: And then that Gdd that hath begun; will
affdredly make an end : Hee chac hach Jaid che foundation, and is
kying ftoné dftér (tone upohitevery day, willnot defitt ull the
building bee perfecteds - S ' o

G B

s SN : : i ; )
Isic by thiat God doth’ wonders for his Church ¢ thenJeartiy
't Totrift-inGod. Youtee, Hee is 4 God doing wonders, " And

1 To wuh in (a3 Chrift{aid, Mark. b. 23.) 1f thow canft but beleeve : All thing

are’“-;ogﬂib!c_fu bimh that beleeweth: Wonders are pofible. i
. Fhere is hoching oo hard for God to do; if there bee nothing
too hard for jou to beleeve. - Tliere is nothing difficule; but ¢
beleeve + Hee that hath conquered and overcomé his own im-
beleet, “hatki done all. Al things are ofiible tothe Beleever, Do
net ou ftick:at beleevings-and God will'not ftick - at doing won-
AcsXar You)Qeb: 11, 333'34. By Fiibh they [ubdved Kingdomes,
fa‘aped the mouthes of Livns , quenched the wiolence of fire, &re.
A Uibeleet' dSth imprifon Gods power, thercy, and goodnefle;
T4 faidd = 2} 0e Qould not da snch, becanfe of their unbeleef. -- 4l
they limited the WolyOme of Tfael, = e " w sged]
So Faith fecs God at liberty; fers the power of God ar libek:
ty: Nhy"q‘&:.p’ilfsOl'lt't-'hfé_'lpqwcrﬁﬂd mercy of God, Therefore
cxercill Faith, The timélof our ‘tiouble, fhould bee the time of
ouftiutt,” <o e o : oot
“FiNy Ovtardvedi Baid: to Efther ¢ God fet her up for fuch a time s
rg,a;. So I may fay of Faith. Godfet up Faith for fuch a time 43
t ﬁ:“ FRTELRE ¢ 3 B e LT by 1 H o y o .
VI Wt midans £4il,; wheh there is nothing but weaknefle belbiv,
w\k&xrenre Aol ate put o its then is ic Fuiths work' o

d6ein! Btid therefore exnife Faith, - 04 U
22ler nidk dfy- Yifficlt ‘iadérmine Faith Lernde: aily feéﬂﬂﬁ
difcsitragdtistiicicome Detween-your fouls and the ;fé:ht N

'l'hin§s marvelous to you, arc familiar with Gott, thing: 3&'1—
detfulteYoliy areiealy” 101Gds I’i’gﬁ' have Bibtek' Oh ¢ 2hac
.::‘.l:’l'.'.'--.} wosa la yo“
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you had Faich to make ufe of them: you would there finde, . alf
things are pofsible with Gods and theretore nothing impoffible to

Faith. I

2. Bec incouraged to Prayer. This is the great work of our times. 2.To pray 10
Faitlh and Pray:r will do wonders,  Faith and Prayer havehad an 9%

hand in moft of the wonders that ever were done in the Earth,

Theft will fer the great God on doing wonders for us, A Prayer

mute up of promifes,and putup by Faith, will fhew wonders in

Hcaven and in Earth, ;

_ Youread whatwonders Gods people have wroughe by Prayer;
They bave -- dryed upthe Sea, Exod. 14, 214 -- brought fire };am
Heaven, 2 King. 1. 10. - Caufed the Sun 1o fland flill, Jofh, 10,13,
2= Vanquilbt the enemy, Exod. 17. 12. Praying-Mofes did more than
Sfighting-Fofbua: .

The duy would fail to tell you of all.

See what wonders followed upon Davids Prayer, PR 18, 6.
== Anmydiftre[s I called npon the Lord, I ¢ryed to my Gody bee heard
my woice out of his Temple, my ery.came unto his cars. -- See whac
followes, verf. 7, 8, 1314 -- Thenthe Earth fhook and trembled
The Lordthundred inthe Heavens, and. the highest gave his woice.
Hailftonesy ard coals of fires Hee fent ont his arrows, and feattered
them, bee Jhot omt his lightenings, and difcomfirsed then.

And an exceltent pluce you have, /fa. 54. 15. -~ When the enemy
Joall come inlike a flood, the Spiric of the Lovd [hall life wp a flandard
againft him. -~ Thatis, fall both defend fram his. violence, and
puctim co flight. Anditis an oblervable-phrafé : The spirit of
the Lord [hall iift up a flandard, Thac isy faich one, The Spirst of
Prayer és lift wp. ; @i

When trouble and evil are chreatned,. the enefnie comes
likea food irveliftably; chenthe Spirit of the Lord flirring wp
Prayernhis peoples hearts, [hall lift up & fandard, againft them;
bee your defence, and chafe them away. R

When God doth intend to beftow greae things on'his People;
firlt hee gives them theSpirit of Prayer, the Harbinger and Fore- -
runner of mercy, Jer.3.19. == But. ! fad, How [hall L put thee a-
oy the Children, and gve thee a pleafant land 2 As 1f hee had
faid, Thave purpofes cf mercy to thee: Ihave thoughts of de-
liverance. I chiskto bring theeinto thy own land. agaim,- and
dowonders for thee, Butwhat way fhallT go to effet, and bring
abiout this 2 -- And I [aid, thou (halt call mee, my Father. As it
hee had faid. 7 have now bethonght mee of dway. twill poure a [pirit
of Prayer uponthee, and thou [balt call mee Fathery and fo 1 will pus
thee among -w Ehildren, S i

3. Beetncouraged fo hape, aswell as to pray. Hope, Heb. 6, 19, 3Incourage:
ic iscalled the anchor of the foul, fure. and ftedfaf}, chac takes Jegtly bore
fure hold, and then breaks not; in the greate(t tempeft; at fuch an )
anchor wee may ride in the moft .overgrown fiarmy They fay,

A H 3 Clemens
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¢ lementrwascaft into the Sea with ananchor faftened to him, and
could not drown; wee fhall not in thedeepeft Waters, if wee bee
faftencd to this anchor, tor God delights in them; whe hope in his

" Merey, Pfil, 147, 11, and whom God delighes in, encmics

* fhall not delight aver, hismercy fhall prevent their urterly un-

4. Towiit on
Ged.

doing-mifery,  Hope s the Danghter of Faith, therefore when
Taith hath brought forth the buthof Prayer, letic bring forch
the other Twin alfo of Hope: And then allo

4. Bee incouraged towait. For as long as we hope we will wait, and
no longersas long as you expect;and hope your friend will come to
you, fo long you will ftay and wait for him, byt give over hopin

once, and thenyou will together give over waiting - Hope has

two acts; itexpedts thata Mercy will come, and thenit waits cill
itdo come; as it is confident of Gods goodnefs and truth, thae in
his due time hee will fhew mercy, fo it is confcious to its own
duty, and therefore humbly and patiently waits Gods leifure, ¢ill
that time comey and this nl:lmugh many crofs Preovidences, and
greatcft dangers fhould come between, yea in the way of thy
Judgements. 0 Lord, have weewarted for thee, faich the Church,
g:. 26.8.and well they may, feeing by experiefce they ever

ndethat the Lord is geod wnte them thas wais for bims tashe foul
that fecketh kim; Lam. 3. 25. -

And then, when you have learned chele leflons of rrusting in
God, praying, hoping, and waiting on him : Thenyou thall fay with
the Church, Jfa, 25. 9. - Lee, this is our Gody wee have waised for
bim, and hee il favens,  This is the Lardy wee bave waited for
him; wee will rejoyce and bee joyful in bis falvation,

There are many glorious wonders which God is now todo, at
the latter end of the World for his Church,  This time is refer-
ved for a time of Wonders. And who knows buc this ma
bee one of the Wonders which God now doth for his Churcﬁ
at this time 2

Could wee bur remove
1. Our Unbeleef.
2. Our Unthankfulnefs,
3+ Owr Neglet of Duty.
4. Owr Unworthy Walking.
Could wee but
1. Beleewe more Strongly.
8. Pray more Fervently,
3. Live mere Holily.
And Godwould do Wonders for s,
Ltell you, the way to ingage God to do Wondels for Exglend,

R -is,‘

1. To Beleewe more.
2. To Pray more.

3+ To Reform more.
1 Would
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1 Would you ingage God to do Wonders for England? Belceve,
Set Faith onwork, and you willwork in the bowels of a Promife:
nay, in the bowels of God,pitch Faith upon Gad, Let Faith have
her full and pertedt work.  And there is

No Temptatéon [o itrong, but Faith will congyer,

No Afflicdion (o grear, g«t Faitly will mifler,

No Irifon fo ftrate, but Faith will open.

No Danger fogreat, but Faith relieves usin,
; No Mifery fo wly.?r erabley bus Faith will deliver ws ont.

Do byt beleeve, (fai

morks of God, Asithee had faid : God will dono wonders, if you
will notbeleeve: Indeed God can dowonders, asCiift id, -
Hee could not dv much becaufe of their nnb. ie?’.
- Though unbelief take no Power, no Wildome, from God: For
as the Apoftle taith -- God i faithfull, whetber men beleeve or e,
So I may {1y -- God is Powerfull, God is mercifn!!, God § Wife, e,
though wee belecye nor: But, though our unbelief do not weaken
the Power of God, yet it ftraitens and limits it. "Though it roh
God of ho thercy, yetit robs us of all. Though he hath mercy,yet
hath he none for us, _

 Well then; thatis che firft, Beleeve; You have to deal with
aGod, andthis God isa God of Power, and this God, and this
power s yowss is Covenant: _And, by vertue of that, all for your
goad, Let Faith now flirye, Mark. 9.23. If you cap byt beleeve,
all things are poffible : wonders are poffibje.. 5,

Y0 Beleeve ss diffrculs 5 buc to him, thay Beleewerh, nothing i
inpoffsble -- If you had bat faith, as i grain of muftard-feed, fay to
thes mountain bee thon rembved hence; and bee caft tnso the feay and
it fhall bee dowe.  Though Faith bee byt weak, though bat fmall,
A'giain, yetifitbee bug Jiyely, ifagrainof Muftird-feed, Aerss,
&' Fervida : if it have Acrimonie and Vivacicy in ic, as Muftard-
{ved hath 5 one grain (hall bee able td retmove a mouatain, FThat
is,, whatever may bee to_the gloty of God, and the good of his
Church,/be it pever (o difficule: the lealt Faith, if true Fanh, will
effectit, and bring irabout, _ _

, You {hall read 1 Heb. 11.33.what wonders Faith hach wroighe,
It bath cthe fame Power, and the fame God of power ta deal wirh
fuill .

Incouragements to Faith, Ihave given you diverfe, in the for-
mer difcowrfes, from the Power, trom the love ot Gad, fiom
all chofe former experiences, that both our felves, aad generati-
ons before have had of Gods goodnefle. As I have fhewed
atlarge; : : b

2 Would youingage God ?- pray o him; wee lave had
many praying days, They began for Ireland, but may bee conti-
nued for England. Andah ! That this daywight be more Jusee[sful
than former days | : . You

ou

th Chrift) and thou fhalt fee the wondrons Voba. é. 4.
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You that carry Irelards miferies, Englands breaches and diftrac-
tions in your bofomes, fend out armics of Prayers, let your clo-
fecs, and the Churches bear Witnefle of your fenfe of, and fighs
for the miferies. _ ;

And refolve to give God no reft, till hee hath eftablifhed zi-
oy the joy and praife ot the whole eath. Ask and defire largel
of God for his Church. God hath a larger heart to give, than you
tobegge. Hee will fuffer no ¢reature to equall him, in his love
to his Church,  You fhall not ask more, than hee is willing to
beftow, Eph. 3,20, Hee is ableto do exceeding-abundantly, above
all that e are able to ask or thinky and  Jer. 33. 3. Call wntomee,
and 1will anfwer thee, and fhew thee mighty things, which thos know=
¢ft nat. '

/ Well then, let no Difficultj undermine your Faith : no, nor Dif-
eouragensent put you off from [eeking.

Facob héld up to pray;notwithitanding all his difcouragements:
Though hee wreftled in the night, though hee was all alone,
though God told him, heewouldleave him, though hee ftdid
to his loffe, and God fmote him in his tiigh; yet he held our 1o
wreftle with God. :

Hee that would pregail with God, muft not onely Pray, but
continue in Praying. ~Facob prayed all night, David day and night,
Fonah three dayes andihree nights, Daniel 21 days, and a1 nights
Mojes forty days, and forty nights, Though God delay, though
God deter, though God deny, yet hold out, Break in upon
Gods retireings; urge God with his own Promifes, with his glo-
ry, with hisname, withhis truth, with his worfhip, &c, Al
which are more pretious to him than a world.

I have told you, that there fhall be nothing 7oe hard for that
People 10 do, whofe hearts and [pirits God duh mightily hold up to

ek him,

/ You know what wonders Prayer hath done. Ir dryed sp the
Sea, e, And wee have had experience of the fruit of Prayer
more than any. God did never honor Prayer more in any age,
than mour Generation, It hath been the great Engine, that
hath carried all Gods purpofes about. Nothing hath been done
without, and nothing hath been done againft prayer.

You may revolve in your thoughts, the wonders God hath
wrought, within thefe three; or four years, for this Church , and
our neighbouring Nations.
 Woee have prayed dead, and prayed alive, breathed life and
death by prayer, we have prayed into bonds, and prayed out of
bonds, as Perer was. s
' When fin had drawn the fivord, prayer fheathed itagain, when
{inhad overfpreadus, and covered us with acloud of bloud,
Prayer difpelled and fcaceered this, To God give the glory.

And you, who have had experience of this before , bee you

quickned
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and Prayer will work wonders. . T :
3 Would you ingage God to do wonders foi-_‘;:&u-.’“.hdﬂ cathird

ingagement, and thatis . . - L
. Refovmations Supplication is no‘;hi'né wighbh_%;;}%?‘drm};f@_

The Arm of the Lord is niot fbartnedy, shat hee cannat fave : *net' s
bisear heavy, that hee cannot hear ; byt axr','?ﬂ?u‘ir}yg_" ,a%if'ﬂﬁk'f&ff&{
between you and your God, and your fing haype (g .ﬁﬁf‘ Face from you,thar
hee will not hear.As if the Propher had {3d,God i§ 2 'pdtﬁ’ﬂf‘ul, and
as merciful as cyer hee was : hee is as able ta do Wonders, and ag
willing as ever he was, s iy s s '

And the reafon, why hee doth therrinot, is, F2A0Je jour {q,.m;,-

o feparate betwixt you and your God, jour, ﬁ“s.l?.!) “youefall the

ood. . .
& You look upwatd, ta fee whether God will Yidlp ;
~ You lopk downward,.to lee wherher indn c;‘r‘g-‘{e’l {
- Buewhatis all this, ifyou do pot logk inward t& n‘:f out youy
fifis;-qud caltithem away, whith hinder belp y YOu ab¢ that the
realg Fudgi10.10,11,12,God had oftentiines dé]_i\;e_' d them,as
Lee salls them there, _aﬂi,; EYTW§re oW Agajfin {:,e';\ﬁ'. iftréffed,
and therefore cry to God, But Godtells the o, thidy had Walk-
ed unworthy of former deliverances, and thereforé he Wwotld: dé-
liver them no miore : wheretdpon they go and confefs their finnes
before God, they humble  chemfelves, and reform their evil
wayes: and then, {aith the Text, -- His [oul was gricved for the wi-

fery they were in; God did then deliver them,

Well, thisis our cafe, wee have been a people, who have
injoyed many great mercies and deliverances, but now we are in
new ftraics. s s
-~Let us gaand humble our_felves, but reform tooy elfe Gods
foul may not be grieved tor our mileries; ¥ ‘weg it gri i
with our fins, but ‘

When God fees ns to be cruel to out fins, hee will then bee
merciful tOO[I).!l‘ fouls , u;hen he fea{e_s ysto be grieved for our fins,
hie will then be grieve raniferi L
- Reform your Famﬂﬂlt'sm;u&ha your perfons, good and
bad:fet ye upon the work of Reformation , and God will notittick
to do 2 wonder for us, ‘ )

God is driving on the great defign of his own glory, It is our
avifdome to gake notice of ity and in chis way to further it,and not
to hinder it,, T = = —

Ohthen! Reform, Twere a fearful thing , that th¢ Nacion’
fhould perifh, becaule thou wilt not reform.

God will neyer bee mercitul to that man, who is merciful to his
fins. Youread what the Prophec faidto 4haby Becanfe thou haft
[pared the man; that was refervedto deftruition, therefore thy ife fhatf,

or his lifes o
sf £ Well

o
o

‘419

quickned and incouraged to ic again. ‘Be lilié'h‘}.’ ,i“’f !r.fft;.“."ji b3 1{‘;’;—‘
) S § I 'i';'...'-..

-y

3 Reformats
oo,
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Well then. Hear the Nution, Hear Religion, Lear all culling
out upon you, ‘reform.’ )

1 Let the wicked reform.
2 Let the Saintd reform.

1 Youwjcked ones,do yourcform, Your protainhefs Oathes, blaf
phemics, unclednnefs, your confempt and hatred of Gods Truth,
Ordinancés, ways, fervanis; &c. for elfe one finnér, as Achan may
make an hale in'Z{yaels march into Canaam, and how much ratker; i
the whole Camp be full of fuch. : :

2 TouSaints, Bee reformed
I Of your Pride. -
2 Of your LukewarmnefJe. .
3 ‘Of your Formality.
4 Of your Covetosfneffe.
§ Of your Vanity inyour Speeches.
6 ‘Of your Unthankfulnefle for Gods mercies,
7 0)‘));03:' Unfruitfulne(s under means of Grace.

-8 Of your Cenforionfncffe of your Brethren,

Aand chis ﬂ ; '

tion; when God fees us a repenting=People, heewill be a ggpen-
ting-God; when hee fees us ina Pofture of Reformation : he will
be in the way of Prcfﬁnfation. :

and-Reformation, would prevent a Land-Dzfola.

At






